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Eben. Shute, 52 Bromfield Street, Boston, will 


supply copies of our recently published Concert 
Exercise on “ Paul.” 


It was a newspaper experiment,—that of The 
Inquirer, of New York,—to try a summer vacation. 
The experiment proved to be a success; so com- 
pletely, indeed, that managers and subscribers have 
decided to continue in the same line, and The 
Inquirer is suspended for all the year round. The 
Christian Register, of Boston, which was kept up 
during hot weather, absorbs what there was left of 
The Inquirer after its vacation. Here is another 
warning to Sunday-schools which are thinking of 
vacations—in summer or winter. If the suspension 
proves a success, the resumption is not so sure to be. 


Our neighbors of The National Sunday School 
Teacher are mistaken in supposing that the removal 
of Mr. Peltz to Jamestown separates him from The 
Sunday School Times. In a good-natured notice of 
this change, The Teacher says of The Times: “That 
paper, by the way, changes too often. Courtesy 
requires us to advertise it too much. It is likea 
kaleidoscope—rarely twice alike when one looks at 
it—but always beautiful!’ The genial face of 
Peltz will still be seen in The Times kaleidoscope 
even though in a new portion of the disc, and while 
shining amid fresh combinations. 





There is still no small degree of misapprehension 
concerning the nature and proper membership of the 
Sunday-school. An illustration of this was given 
in the recent discussion before the Presbyterian 
Synod, at Newark, of the propriety of women’s 
preaching or teaching in the church. The question 
arose incidentally, “ What is a Sunday-school ?” 
One clergyman promptly gave as a definition, “ The 
church teaching an assemblage of Christians.” 
Another clergyman said, “No, it is an assemblage 
of children taught by members of the church.” 
Here evidently an attempt was made, in each case, 
to conform the definition to the views of the speaker 
on the place of woman in the church. But, however 
sound these clergymen are on the woman question, 
they have something to learn about the Sunday- 
school, The Sunday-school is a department of the 
church, and it is not to be limited to children. We 
shall be tempted to summon these divines before the 
Sunday-school (ieneral Assembly, on a charge of lax 
teaching, unless they tone up their views on the 
sphere and constituents of the Sunday-school. 


A decided encouragement in our work on The Sunday 
School Times and its accompanying lesson helps is 


the readiness with which various features of that 


work are approved and adopted by our contempo- 
raries. From 1872 The Times has issued regularly 
its Weekly Lesson Leaf, in the belief that it is 
better to give out a new leaf for each Sunday than to 
give out a month’s supply at onetime. After a while 
Mr. B, F. Jacobs adopted the same plan, in conjunc- 
tion with his International Lesson Monthly ; and 
now Mr. M. C. Hazard, of The National Sunday 
School Teacher, is convinced of its superiority, and 
swings into line with it for The National Sunday 
School Teacher. The advantages of our favorite plan 
are admirably set forth in his prospectus of his 
improved lesson leaf. Two years ago we were con- 
vinced that the quarterly form was better than the 
annual for a question book. No sooner had we 
made this point plain than Dr. Vincent gave “ The 
Berean Quarterly” to the public, and soon somebody 
in Maine and somebody else in Chicago started 
similar publications. Our Superintendents’ Paper 
is already the progenitor of a large family of publi- 
cations, all having more or less of the old gentle- 
man’s look. And now a Chicago publisher has 
actually imitated the very form and type and 
arrangement of the editorial pages of The Sunday 
School Times, and adopted our peculiar departmert 
head, such as “ Notes on Open Letters” and the 
like, for a new Sunday-school periodical. All this 
is very pleasant, as showing that we are not living 
and working in vain. Mr. Jacobs wants it to be 
understood that he likes the Weekly Lesson Leaf,— 
which we continue to publish, and which without 
any “pushing” has now a circulation of 160,000 
copies ; but hethinks that “Tae Sunday School Times 
is pushing its Scholars’ Quarterly with much adver- 
tising,” and he does “ not believe in the plan.” We 
assure him, however, that good advertising is a great 
help to a good thing. 


There are Christian men in political life who care 


,| more for their popularity with voters than for their 


reputation in the church. And, thank God, there 
ave many Christian men in politics who give the 





first place to their religion. As devoted and as sin- 
gle-hearted men of God and followers of the Lord 
Jesus as are to find in all America are to-day among 
the men in prominent position in our national and 
local politics. When either of the great ecclesiasti- 
eal bodies of the Christian church of our country 
assembles in council, there is no difficulty in finding 
men of national reputation, who have a good report 
of the brethren and of those who are without, to preside 
over its deliberations or to have an important part in 
its proceedings. At the recent National Congregational 
Council, at Detroit, the Moderator was the Hon. 
William B. Washburn, of Massachusetts, who was 
for several terms a Member of Congress, then Gov- 
ernor of his state, and afterwards a United States 
Senator. In his closing addrets.to the Council, 
instead of seeming to feel that he had in any sense 
conferred honor upon that body by his part in its 
doings, Governor Washburn expressed his satisfac- 
tion that his political life had not tarnished his 
Christian name so as to render him unfit for this 
duty. ‘He deemed it the greatest honor of his 
life, that twelve years of public service had not 
impaired his character and reputation so as to stand 
in the way of his being appointed by such a body as 
the Massachusetts General Association a delegate to 
this Council.” It is right for good men to be in poli- 
tics. Itisright for them to give the first place to 
their religion wherever they are. And it is pleasant to 
know that many good men are in politics without any 
lowering of their Christian standard, in faith or 
practice. 


THE GIVERS OF THE FUTURE, 


Where are they? Most of them, of the coming 
generation, are in our Sunday-schools. Scattered 
here and there, in the different classes, are the Law- 
rences, Merriams, Pages,—the men and women who 
are to be the bankers of the church for the next half- 
century. Many of them are poor children, and their 
gifts at present are small coins. The prosperity of 
the church of the future depends much on the way 
they are now being trained. Charles Stoddard was 
one of the most munificent givers of Boston. The 
secret of his generosity was discovered in the account- 
books which he kept when a young apprentice, show- 
ing that he gave regularly from fifty cents to a dol- 
lar a month to different benevolent objects, From 
these sums his gifts increased as his wealth grew, till 
he gave his entire income to religious purposes. The 
principle learned in boyhood made him in mature 
life a noble benefactor. 

This subject demands more wise teaching than it 
commonly receives in our Sunday-schools. A single 
test of this may be mentioned. A pastor who has 
lately received large accessions to his church, mostly 
young people from the Sunday-school, invited them 
to give their reasons why they believed they were 
‘converted. He wrote down before the meeting 
twelve reasons, and whenever one was mentioned by 
a young convert, he checked it off. At the close of 
the meeting, all were checked but one. The one not 
mentioned was this,—‘‘ Because I have consecrated 
my possessions to the Lord.” It is one of the first 


duties of the pastor and Sunday-school teacher to 
make this principle an element of life to those who 
are born into the kingdom of God. 

It is hard to understand why the deepest spiritu- 
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ality is not commonly associated with this subject. 
Many believe that the deepest fervor would be chilled 
by it, and reserve allusions to it for times of the 
least religious interest. But the Bible connects lack 
of fervor with unfaithfulness in giving. It declares 
to the dead church of the old dispensation, that if it 
will return to the payment of its tithes, a spiritual 
blessing greater than it can take care of will be 
given to it. It .introduces this subject into the hap- 
piest and loveliest visions of the early Christian 
church. The crime of Ananias in endeavoring to 
cheat God is all the darker because seen in contrast 
with the grace enjoyed and the mercy displayed. The 
most touching scenes in the life of Christ are con- 
nected with this subject. The raising to life of the 
widow's son, and her grateful joy, do not appeal to 
the emotions more strongly than the picture of Jesus 
sitting over against the treasury and watching that 
other widow as she cast in her mites. The sublimest 
visions of the future of which the Bible speaks, are 
intimately connected with this subject. Paul con- 
cludes that grand climax in which he has described 
the glories of the resurrection by saying, ‘“‘ Now as 
to the collection.” There are opportunities to teach 
this grace of giving, connected with almost every 
lesson in the Bible. Often, it is like the unwritten 
word of Christ, of which his whole life was the utter- 
ance, but which failed to be recorded in the Gos- 
pels, and was finally preserved in the tenderest of 
Paul's farewell addresses, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 


It is not always the most talented boys in our 
classes, nor those most likely to be rich, who are 
marked to be the greatest givers. I know a man of 
no remarkable brilliancy of prepossessing appearance, 
who has been a day laborer all his life, never earning 
more than five dollars a day. More than forty years 
ago, in his boyhood, he heard an address from a 
returned missionary. The appeal greatly moved 
him. He was conscious that he had not the talent 
likely to make him successful asa missionary. He 
was poor also, But he secretly consecrated the 
earnings of his life to the spread of the gospel. For 
forty years he has lived economically, worked faith- 
fully at his trade, and though a member of a church 
which includes men worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, his contributions to charitable causes have 
often led the list. He has been known to give 
$1,100 in a single year, when his whole income could 
not have been more than $1,500. And we know 
few Christians who seem to have richer experience 
than he of communion with God. We cannot tell 
what incident or what lesson it may be that shall turn 
hidden wealth into the Lord's treasury. But by his 
own teaching our Lord shows that he meant to have 
this subject of giving often before men’s minds, 

Faithful teaching of this generation ought to revo- 
lutionize the present habits of Christian giving. There 
are noble gifts at certain times, and from some men, 
but the streams are intermittent and fitful, and the 
vast machinery of societies and pleaders, with their 
peculiar expedients, ought not to be needed. A good 
brother lately compared some of the churches to an 
old-fashioned pump, to which you have to carry 
about half as much water as you expect to get, and 
pour it down the tube. Then you pump long and 
hard, and the moment you cease, you hear the water 
gurgling back again, and in an hour the pump is dry 
enough to hold powder. It is the faithful teaching 
of the children in this matter that is to lift the 
church above the possibility of the contempt of busi- 
ness men of the world. 


LESSON PLANS FOR 1878. 


Unless a Sunday-school periodical makes decided 
progress year by year, it is sure to fall behind; for 
the Sunday-school cause now pushes on with giant 
strides, and those who want to keep ahead of it must 
hurry up or be run over. What was well enough for 
last year has proved quite insufficient for this. The 
best thing of 1877 will not fully meet the want of 


187%. The intelligent demands of workers and stu- 
dents in this sphere of Christian service increase with 
the gain of such laborers in knowledge and in the 
skillful use of well-designed agencies. 

Of this truth the conductors of The Sunday School 
Times are fully aware. They have done their best 
to meet the demands of the current year, in their 
supply of lesson helps and other aids to the teacher's 
work, They have been gratified that their efforts 
have been so fully appreciated, and their success so 
widely commended. They have even been told, 
again and again, that it did not seem as if it were 
possible for them to do any more, or any better, for 
the help of the Sunday-school teacher. Yet they 
have been sure that the standard of those whom 
they sought to represent and to aid was rising so 
steadily that they would fall below it unless they 
could improve for another year upon anything yet 
offered in their columns. 

Not that improvement is possible upon the simple 
Bible text which is the subject of study, or that 
there is hope of having certain departments of com- 
ment on that text better occupied than hitherto; but 
that in the variety and system of helps to the under- 
standing and illustration and applications of the les- 
son, there may be a gain with each new year, as a 
result of the experience acquired in supplying and in 
using these helps. The “Critical Notes” of the 
lamented Professor Tayler Lewis, and of his co-writer, 
Professor Kendrick, are not likely to be surpassed in 
theirline. Nor are the “ Practical Lessons "’ of the 
Rev. Newman Hall, or Faith Latimer’s “ Hints for 
the Primary Teacher.’ But there may be a new and 
better arrangement of helps, by which the teacher 
will be more wisely directed and aided in his studies. 
This, at all events, has been aimed at in the plans of 
The Sunday School Times for 1878, which we are 
now prepared to announce. 

The Lesson Text, with its Topic and Outlines, and 
the Golden Text, will be given each week as hitherto. 
The Bible Lights on the lesson, including parallel 
and illustrative passages of Scripture, printed in full, 
will also be continued. The Lesson Framework, by 
the Rev. George A. Peltz, is a new feature. This 
will include a statement of the lesson outline and 
connections, with such explanation of its time, place, 
circumstances, and of the involved history, geography, 
biography, and social manners and customs, as will 
give to the teacher a bird's-eye view of the lesson 
framework in its entirety, and thus prepare him for 
an intelligent study of its text and teachings. 

Critical Notes on the lesson text will be given each 
week: on the Old Testament by Professor C. H. Toy, 
of 'the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Louisville ; and on the New Testament, by Professor 
A. ©. Kendrick, of the University at Rochester. 
Professor Toy is an eminent Christian Hebraist, a 
translator of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, and a 
fitting successor of Professor Tayler Lewis in this 
department of criticism. Professor Kendrick is 
already favorably known to readers of The Times. 
It seems to be admitted that he has no superior as an 
American Greek scholar. 


Professor Austin Phelps, of Andover Theological 
Seminary, is to furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes, week 
by week. Professor Phelps is widely known as the 
author of that delightful work on prayer, “ The Still 
Hour,” and asa devotional writer of rare unction 
and fervor and sweetness. The sphere he is to fill is 
one which has thus far been most neglected in the 
lesson department. With all our attention to the 
facts and phraseology of the text, and to the practical 
uses of its teachings, there is need, in our bustling 
American life, of thought and meditation upon the 
precious themes which that text presents; and no 
man in America is so sure as Professor Phelps of 
leading the Christian public into the enjoyment and 
improvement of this use of the subjects of popular 
Bible study. We are confident that these articles by 
Professor Phelps will equal in interest and value any- 





thing yet coming from his pen; and that they will 


be prized by our readers generally as one of the most 
important and truly helpful series of papers we have 
yet secured for their advantage. 

The editor, Mr. Trumbull, is to continue his I]lus- 
trative Applications of the lesson truths,— illustrating 
their application to matters of every-day life. The 
reception which this department has met at the hands 
of teachers in different parts of the country justifies 
the editor in thinking that it is deemed of value in 
the series of lesson helps. 

“Faith Latimer” will still supply her admirable 
Hints for Primary Teachers, which are prized not 
only by those who have the little ones to teach, but 
by many teachers of adult classes, who look upon 
these comments as the best available exhibit of each 
lesson in a nutshell, for old or young. 

An improvement in the department of Illustrations 
for the lessons is secured through the promise of the 
Rev. W. W. Newton, of Boston, to supply material, 
original and selected, each week, in this. line. Mr. 
Newton is following in the steps of his distinguished 
father, the Rev. Dr. Richard Newton, as a preacher 
to children, and has eminent fitness for the work 
now undertaken by him. 

A choice selection of Eclectic Cummentary, giv- 
ing pertinent comments and hints out of a wide 
range of biblical literature, will be furnished every 
week by the Rev. Dr. Willard M. Rice, whose work 
in editing for several years the ‘ Westminster 
Question Book”’ has given him peculiar advantages 
in this department. 

Blackboard Hints and Outlines in variety will be 
furnished from time to time by the Rev. J. C. Coxe 
of Iowa, the Rev. J. B. Atchinson of Michigan, and 
Mr. Henry Plant of Minnesota. 

Ovcasional special articles in illust: ation or enforce- 
ment of particular lessons will be given by promi- 
nent and competent biblical scholars, during the 
year. 

This statement outlines our plans for the lesson 
department of The Sunday School Times in 1878. Of 
other departments of the paper, which will be cer- 
tainly no less rich and varied than hitherto, we will 
not now speak particularly. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


a 


That Greek Testament question is evidently of continued 
interest to our readers. A friend from Knoxville, Tenn., 
calls attention to the “ Emphatic Diaglott” as likely to 
meet the want of our Minnesota correspondent, who asked 
for a Greek Testament with an interlineary word-for-word 
translation. We took occasion some time ago to point out 
serious defects in this Diaglott, and to advise our readers 
against dependence upon it. A Boston reader asks if 
Scrivener’s Greek Testament, which we commended, is an 
American or an English publication. It is published at 
London and at Cambridge, England; but can be obtained 
at almost any American bookstore dealing in theological 
literature. A Detroit pastor writes in favor of Bagster’s 
Greek Testament, which we at first named as the best in 
our estimation. He says: 

I am pleased with the interest manifested in the study of the 
Scripture in the original tongues, by the recent questions and 
answers in your excellent paper concerning the best edition of the 
Greek Testament. I would call attention to Bagster's “ Large Print 
Greek New Testament” as one of the very best. Its large, clear 
type, which is not equaled, so far as I know, by any other publisher, 
make it the most desirable copy that I have ever seen. I cannot 
compare it with the edition of Scrivener to which you refer, for 
Ihave not seen that. The text is that of Mill, and the margin gives 
the most important readings of Griesbach, Scholz, Lachmann and 
Tischendorf. The price given in Bagster’s catalogue is 12 s. 

Not all good people will see alike about the proper 
subjects and methods of study in the Sunday-school. 
Here is a Massachusetts clergyman who raises a question 
or two about a new series of lessons for the International 
course : 

In your issue of October 20, you ask, “After these lessons— 
what?” The question is not a new one to me. But how shall it 
be answered? What say to giving one year at least to ‘‘ Christian 
Evidences,” and another year to the “ History of the Church,” 
especially concerning the early fathers? This may answer better 
for the older ones of the school, who have gone over the lessons 
during the last seven years. It will not be needful to have the 





same scripture, but the advanced and beginning classes could tinite 
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upon a golden text. The gospel must ever be central; but if 
studies a little beyond the usual range could be brought in, it 
would widen the knowledge of our older ones. However, I 
wouid like to see this question discussed from every side in your 
columns. 

For ourselves, we trust that neither Christian Evidences 
nor Church History will have a place in the Sunday-school 
curriculum. These are well enough in a normal class on a 
week-day; but the Bible is the book for Sunday-school 
study. It is the book for the little folks and for the larger 
ones, for the teachers and the ministers who have a place 
in that gathering. Those who have just been once over it 
are all the better fitted to go over it again. Those who 
have been over it forty times already will be most desirous 
of going over it forty times more. It is not possible to get 
above the study of the Bible. No one in the Sunday-school 
ought to fall be/ow it. The Bible first, the Bible last, the 
Bible always, the Bible only, as the Sunday-school text 
book! 

Wecertainly are glad to be able to show that the Ortho- 
dox Friends, as well as other evangelical Christian bodies 
made an increase in membership during 1876. The 
statistics which were before at our command did not 
indicate this; but we give place with pleasure to this 
statement from a member of the “ Friends’ Publishing 
House,” New Vienna, O.: 

DEAR FRIEND: 

In an editorial in No. 39 of the present volume of The 
Times, I find the statement that ‘‘every evangelical denomination 
in the country, save the Friends, made gains in membership during 
1876.” In this you, unintentionally of course, do a considerable 
body of Christians injustice. I have not the exact figures at hand 
for the year 1876; but acareful estimate, based upon such statistics 
as I have at hand, gives the following nearly correct result 
There are in the United States nine ‘ yearly meetings,”’ as they are 
termed, of the (Orthodox) Society of Friends. These reported in 
1876 a membership, in round numbers, of 60,000, and an increase 
for the year of about 3,000. This shows an increase of five per 
cent. The minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for 1876 report a total membership for that 
denomination of 1,396,920, being an inerease of 12,768, less than 
one per cent, or, including “ probationers,” 1,622,291, making an 
increase of 41,732,—not quite two and ahalf per cent. Turning to 
the Baptist Year Book for the same year, I find reported a total 
membership of 1,815,300, being an increase of 54,129, or a 
little over three per cent. It thus appears that Friends are 
increasing more rapidly in proportion to their numbers than either 
of these two active and aggressive bodies. I regret that I cannot 
give the exact membership and increase of the Friends, but some of 
the yearly meetings print no statistical report, and I am compelled 
to make an estimate from other information in our possession. It 
is probable that should the various seceding branches of the 
Friends, who still retain the name, but are not evangelical, be 
included, the statement in The Times might be correct. 

With kind regard, 
O. B, TopHUNTER. 

The day has gone by in an intelligent community for 
the arguing in favor of the Sunday-school or of its various 
departments of work. What is now wanted by those who 
attend conventions and institutes is imstruction in the 
methods of service. Unless a speaker or writer can tell 
how to do the work he commends, he had better stand 
aside for some one who can. Whoever is in charge of a 
gathering of Sunday-school teachers ought to feel a respon- 
sibility for the securing of practical addresses to this end. 
The protest and appeal of a New Jersey worker, which we 
give herewith, are worthy of attention. He says: 

Your influence is great and good. Please exert it in favor of 
earnest, faithful Sunday-school workers who attend Sunday-school 
conventions in the hope of gaining practical hints and suggestions 
from those who are to address them. I attended a county conven- 
tion this week, in company with several hundred others. To one 
speaker of renown and ability was assigned fifty minutes on the 
“ Need and methods of specific training for Sunday-school work- 
ers.” He spoke fluently and well for forty minutes on the “ need” 
—which every earnest worker was ready to concede at the start; 
but when it came to the “ method,”—for information concerning 
which we were all hungering and thirsting—his time was gone and 
he couldn’t tell us anything. The next assignment on the pro- 
gramme was one hour to a wide-awake man whose name is a 
household word. His topic was as follows: ‘“ Whom should we 
gather in the Sunday-school? How accomplished?” We 
thanked God and took courage; for now surely we should get 
something practical. Nearly the whole hour was taken up in mak- 
ing a list of classes which should be brought in. The few remain- 
ing minutes did not suffice for a hurried glance at the reasons why, 
Then there was no time to tell us the only thing we needed to hear ; 
namely, How to accomplish it. After adjournment I was 
approached by a man whom I knew as a devoted servantof God 
and a faithful, conscientious worker in a mission-school in a large 
neighboring city. With look, tone, and gesture of despair he said: 
“I have been here all day hoping for some practical hints how to 
carry on my work; but have heard only of what ought to be done 
—of which my heart was too full already. I have gained nothing 
concerning the how to doit.” Can’t you say the timely word that 
will help correct this evil? Tell the speakers to be direct, concise, 
practical, “gia sa 4 ee ale 





NOMINE DOMINI. 


BY MARGARET J, PRESTON. 


I. 
All the day, upon the mountain,— 
From the earliest flush of morn 
Till the sun in sudden splendor 
Sank behind the Wetterhorn,— 
Had the herd-boy watched the pastures 
Till the silence grew forlorn. 


II. 


Awful seemed the sky above him, 
With its blue so strangely deep ; 

Far—how far !—his master’s chalet 
Specked upon the distant steep : 

Not asound to jar the stillness, 
Save the bleating of his sheep. 


ITI. 
[n his loneliness, for solace, 
He had counselled with the flowers ; 
He had welcomed for their patter 
Even the passing thunder-showers ; 
He had called the lambs to help him 
Chase along the lagging hours. 
IV. 
Now, the dark was closing round him 
He must keep his flocks in sight, 
Shepherding their foldless slumber 
All alone upon the height ; 
And he felt his child-heart flutter, 
As he watched the waning light. 
V. 
Aimlessly his fingers wandered, 
Toying with the braid of hair 
Which his mother hung, in dying, 
Round his neck, and bade him wear 
For the legend’s sake engraven 
On the gold suspended there. 
VI. 
And her words came back like echoes :— 
“ Eric, hold thee to thy trust ; 
In the Lord’s Name do thy doing. 
Then—for he is good and just— 
He will keep thee safe from danger, 
When thy mother’s heart is dust.” 
VII. 
Nomine,—he spelt the letters, 
As he pressed his touch thereon ; 
Domini,—the Alpine darkness 
Seemed to catch a streak of dawn , 
And the boy lay down to slumber 
Calmly ; for his fear was gone. 
Lexington, Va. 





GOD’S PURPOSE IN CREATION: AN 
ALLEGORY. 


BY C. S. ROBINSON, D.D. 


“ Do you think God would create men just to condemn 
them?” asked a rough cavalier one day. “No,” replied 
a child standing by, “I think he created them just to save 
them by Jesus Christ.” There does not appear to be much 
logic in such a statement ; but somehow it possesses a force 
altogether incommensurate with its simplicity. The whole 
thought in this matter is better presented in an old parable, 
the first hint of which I received from a bit of Arabian 
poetry some years ago. 

It pictures the all-seeing Creator, when in the midst of 
his wise counsels he was determining whether he would 
issue the order to make a race of men. The world was 
already fashioned, so the little story runs; but about the 
middle of the sixth day, the Almighty paused and sought 
advice. Bright morning stars were singing together over 
the beauty of the new earth, as they saw it rolling in 
majesty and bloom beneath them. At this supreme moment 
God summoned all his Attributes to draw nigh, and invited 
each in turn to say what should be done as to peopling it. 

Prudence spoke first. Looking forward into the years, 
she foresaw—as they all did—the inevitable catastrophe of 
sin. She gave warning as to the care it would require to 
mould and manage a race so wilful and rebellious as men 
were sure to be if created. She said, “ We have had enough 
of that, alas!” And she voted, unhesitatingly, “ No.” 

Then came Justice. He remarked he well understood 
that the immutable law flung upon him all the reproach of 
inflicting its penalties. These men would be disobedient, 
and so the curse would have to fall on them. Everybody 
knew that he desired nothing so much as to give God a 
new glory; but he hoped there might some way be chosen 
beside that of public executions for sin. He voted “ No.” 

Truth was summoned next, and wished to be allowed to 
say nothing. But, being pressed, she declared she feared 
there would be trouble coming, if any new class of creatures 





should be brought into being free-wil’ed. For, ever since 
this awful rebellion of angels, it had been announced that 
God world punish every sin. Satan was loose now, and 
he actually was denying that already. He wanted to renew 
the old conflict to force God to lie. So she voted, “It is 
better not to create men—No,” 

All this time Love sat apart, looking over the walls of 
heaven as if there were something she desired to peer into. 
At last she seemed a little anxious to interrupt. At any 
rate, the moment she had a chance, she said she “ felt 
surprised at so much foreboding in the council; for here 
was Wisdom to plan and Power to carry out any sort of 
arrangement, For her part, she was strongly in favor of 
this new creation. Oh, how beautiful the earth looked 
down there! Had the Attributes all seen how fair it was? 
God had found unspeakable happiness in all he had ever 
yet made. He would not fail this time.” Love grew 
fairly enthusiastic as she pictured man appearing in the 
garden, so exactly the being to till it, and have his home 
in it. With all her heart she voted “ Yes.” 

After this, Wisdom, Power, Holiness, and all the rest, 
took part in the reverent discussion, and at the end voted 
variously. But while the conversation lingered, the 
Omniscient Eye observed that one meek and beloved Attri- 
bute was silent. “And has Mercy nothing to say?” he 
asked benignantly. 

Thus beckoned, Mercy answered humbly: “ No world, 
no race, has ever been given to me. In all these eternal 
ages, I have never been permitted to show how I, all alone, 
can glorify the adorable Father of heaven. Power had the 
shining planets, Wisdom had the seraphs, Love has now on 
this new orb, the beasts, the fishes, and the birds. 
Justice had the sinning angels; I had none. 
created ; he will sin, he will repent. Let Wisdom help 
me: give this penitent sinner to me; let me see if we 
cannot bring him back, and outwork new glory to God!” 

Then they all joined their voices; and even Prudence 
changed her vote. They agreed that man should be created, 
and Mercy should have the world to herself. But they set 
up this test: ifshe would bring into heaven one sinner 
redeemed whom Justice would admit unchallenged, then 
they would wait to hear him sing, standing on the golden 
floor. And just at that point, her face all aglow, Mercy 
exclaimed, “One! I will have a whole choir of them, a 
hundred and forty and four thousand; and when their new 
song begins, there will be matchless silence in heaven !” 

Then the divine word was spoken, and Truth was sent 
to bear it to the earth. Man was created. Justice put on 
his awful panoply, and stood at the door, for his keen eye 
caught a glimpse of Satan, that old serpent, gliding in the 
garden, and his ire was up. Like a beautiful seraph, 
Mercy, white-clad, passed out underneath the arch, Wisdom 
mysteriously keeping hercompany. And all the Attributes 
watched the history in Paradise. And all the angels of 
God peered over the battlements of heaven, earnestly 
desiring to look into it. They saw the sin—the fall—the 
horror—the shame; all done before the two sisters had 
reached the spot; Adam and Eve were lost! 

And then they marked, oh, with unutterable wonder, 
that Mercy planted just Tux cross at the gate, and Wisdom 
went in to tell those two sinners what it meant. At their 
side stood Truth. She had found her unaided power of no 
avail to stay the catastrophe. She went to the gate, and 
saw the symbol of atonement. Mercy and Truth kissed 
each other when they met. 

Then Justice, up in heaven, drew a long breath of reliet 
and whispered, “It is done!” Before long the train of the 
redeemed began tocomein. They bore palms. They wore 
crowns. Justice looked every one in the forehead, and 
found the mark of the Lamb; so he passed themin. On 
the glittering pavement they assembled. There beside the 
eternal Father sat the Son, Immanuel the Prince, returned 
from the earth. 

“ And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof; for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God, by thy blood, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall 
reign on the earth.” ‘ 

Thus God showed he was rich in mercy to man, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us. Thus now he forbears, 
and invites, only saying, “ Him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wise cast out.” 


SILENT POWER. 


BY J. T. CRANE, D.D. 


Even 
Let man be 


Passing a store the other day, | noticed a little circular, 
two-story table filled with an attractive display of small 
articles, and kept in motion by hidden machinery. People 
looked steadily at it as they passed ; some even stopped to 
look at it who would hardly have glanced at it if it had 
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not been in motion. The motive of the contrivance was 
obvious. Motion attracts the eye. If ten horses are 
quietly cropping the grass in a meadow, and another one 
is running around the field, the eye of the passer by fixes 
upon the one in motion, rather than the ten at rest. If 
noise is added to motion, the attention is still more 
strongly drawn to the object. The device of the store- 
keeper was good strategy: it would have been better if he 
could have added to it a bell or a whistle. 

But a question occurs; may not motion and noise 
attract undue attention, and cause us to overlook quiet 
things of more value? The horse that is galloping about 
may be the worst horse in the meadow. While we are 
staring at the knives, thimbles, and scissors waltzing in the 
window, we fail to notice the piles of rich goods close by. 
Even in the church and: Sunday-school we are apt to 
undervalue silent power. Here is an humble, devoted 
Christian man ; he makes no loud profession ; he makes no 
claim to the chief seats of the synagogue; he simply goes 
quietly on, trying to do his duty toward God and his 
neighbor; and when the Master calls him to his reward, 
the church, and perhaps even the pastor, discovers for the 
first time how powerful has been his silent but holy life, 
and how important the place which he has filled. 

In our homes we are liable to overvalue noisy measures, 
and overlook more powerful influences which work silently. 
Some years ago, when I was Principal of the New Jersey 
Conference Seminary, a gentleman came to place his son 
in the institution. When he had made his arrangements, 
and was about to depart, and had got as far as the door, he 
stopped to make a final remark. Said he, “ You will find 
John truthful. obedient, and affectionate, He isa good boy 
in general, but (here he assumed a stern look, and spoke 
in a stern voice) he has one very bad habit. He has 
learned to smoke, and (more sternly) I want you to break 
him of it” (looking fiercely at John, to make the tre- 
mendous declaration more impressive and overwhelming) 
—‘I want you to break him of it, if you have to break his 
neck!” And then, taking off his hat, he drew a cigar from 
the lining, put it in his mouth, and said, “ John, go and get 
mea match.” Of course I could only let “ expressive 
silence” signify my sense of the important duty I was 
expected to undertake; but I inwardly determined that it 
John’s neck was to be broken for following his father's 
example, the father himself must do the deed. 

I will not affirm that cases of gross inconsistency like 
this are numerous; but who will say that they are few? 
Too often parental precept goes in one direction, and 
parental example in another. A man of forty years, who 
prides himself on his strength of character and his in- 
telligence, calls upon his sons of ten or fifteen years to 
show a degree of wisdom which he himself has not attained, 
and a degree of self-mastery to which he fails to prove 
himself equal. He gives a noisy command and adds a 
noisy threat, and then, by his own conduct, utterly undoes 
his own attempted good work. The silent power is the 
greater. 

Thus it is in the church and the Sunday-school as well 
as the family. Back of the sermon, the lesson, the re- 
proof, the advice, stand the character and conduct of the 
pastor, the teacher, and the parent ; and when the precept 
and the example are in conflict, we need not be surprised 
if the silent life proves more potent than the noisy utter- 
ance. 





GOLD WASTES. 
BY THE REV, EDWARD P. HEBERTON. 


I have recently learned from an officer of the United 
States Mint at Philadelphia, that in the process of smelting 
there are carried out unavoidably into the atmosphere minute 
particles of the precious metals, which dre precipitated 
on the adjoining roofs and thoroughfares, Some years ago 
the roof of a church hard by was swept, and the gleanings 
amounted to nearly one thousand dollars; and very 
recently a gravel roof yielded nine hundred and fifty dollars. 
This illustrates some important truths, 

1, Our unavoidable wastes. How much of our means, 
time, anfd energy goes for naught. In all activities wise 
men like the managers of the mint make calculated allow- 
ance for what seems unavoidable waste in their estimate 
of net results to be accomplished. Accident, sickness, 
mistake, wear and tear, shorten very much the available 
period and power of work. 

2. Waste which might be avoided, It is said that much 
of the metal which passes through the mint flue might be 
saved if apparatus were applied for that purpose. How 
much that is precious we all allow to pass away unappro- 
priated, An hour a day saved for labor adds nearly two 
years of service to an ordinary life-time. Albert Barnes 
wrote all his valuable commentaries between the hour of 
rising and breakfast. Guthrie, while so busy in his care for 





the sick poor of Edinburgh, made all his elaborate pulpit 
preparation during the same early hours. The famous 
muther-of-pearl mosaic of the Cathedral of Milan, which 
we allsaw at the Centennial Exhibition, was made of the 
refuse pieces that fell from the hands of a workman engaged 
in box-making. Forty poor families are almost supported 
by the meats sent from one of our New York hotels,—meats 
rejected by epicurean boarders. A street scavenger whose 
sole business it was to collect waste paper, recently died 
worth fifty thousand dollars. How these improvements 
of scraps of time and values emphasize our wastes. 

Has it ever occurred to most of us that we have a daily 
supply of food and raiment vastly more abundant and 
expensive than is needful or wise? The communist’s cry, 
arrogant and inconsistent as it is, should bring to our 
memory that which we are prone to forget,—that the sin 
of Dives. which procured for him the eternal pain seems to 
be only that he was clothed in fine linen and fared sump- 
tuously every day, while Lazarus laid in his filthy woe at 
hisdoor. And has it never occurred to us to whom have 
been given much leisure, abundant health, and ample 
means, that in our selfish unappropriation of these forces 
for good we may justly find some very grave reasons for 
applying to ourselves some of the ugly conclusions of the 
parable of the talents ? 

Note this: government allows a certain per cent for 
waste in the returns of her officers of the mint, thoagh no 
true man would justify itif the gold-dust that falls upon 
our streets and roofs could be arrested ere it left the flue; 
but what of owr accountability with the Master for this 
our inexcusable waste of time and means and energies? 
The Turk picks up every scrap of paper likely to be trodden 
under foot, lest it have the name of Allah on it. Let us 
reverence every scrap of time and opportunity, lest it have 
on it the name Responsibility. 





WITH A SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY 
IN NEBRASKA. 


BY ALBERT BUSHNELL, 


Many Christians throughout the country are aware that 
men employed by the American Sunday-school Union are 
atationed at our frontier settlements, and to some extent in 
the older states, devoting their whole time to Sabbath-school 
work. But what class of men these are, how their work 
is performed, what are its results, and why it is pushed 
30 vigorously, are matters not very clearly understood 
by most people. Having seen some of these laborers upon 
their fields of labor, and learned their real importance, it 
gives me pleasure to write of them. 

Taking the Union Pacific Railroad at Omaha, we speed 
away through the bluffs that borderupon the Missouri bot- 
tom, and across the rolling prairie till we strike the Platte 
Valley, up which we proceed to Fremont. Stepping from 
the train, we here meet by appointment one of these 
peculiar specimens of the race, the genuine Sunday-school 
missionary, who, while making Fremont his head-quarters, 
has a field of operations embracing more than half the state. 
He is a man about thirty years of age, of medium stature, 
spare and bony, somewhat stooping in the shoulders,— 
as if looking into a child's eye,—quick in movement, and 
possessing a genial, winsome countenance, that opens 
readily to a pleasant smile. With acquaintance he proves 
to be somewhat reserved and self-distrusting among 
strangers but in his own field of work one who is perfectly 
at home, self-confident, and progressive. On the streets of 
the town he seems to know only few people; and we 
question, Can he be a successful missionary who is so much 
of a stranger in his own city? The query is answered 
when we learn that Fremont is to him what Jerusalem was 
to Paul, a point to start from and revisit occasionally, while 
all labor is expended in laying foundations where none 
others have builded. As deer retreat before the settler to 
unbroken wilds beyond, so the Sunday-school missionary 
withdraws from Christian communities to labor where no 
gospel privileges are enjoyed. Throughout such regions 
“ the Sunday-school man” is known by old and young the 
best of all men. 

Taking his horse and carriage—present to him from 
Eastern schools—we will go out with him into his field of 
labor, visiting first some districts where schools have been 
established. Calling upon various superintendents, they 
report their troubles, and receive from him advice con- 
cerning the future management of the school. Teachers 
are encouraged. Families not yet in sympathy with the 
movement are visited, to be persuaded, if possible, to co-oper- 
ate. Evening services are appointed, where the missionary 
counsels with all the people together in regard to their work, 
and speaks to them of the truth m Christ. Thus points 
which cannot be visited upon the Sabbath are all watched 
over with the thoroughness of a presiding elder or bishop. 





Sunday is a busy day with the missionary in his visiting 
rounds. By appointment, the hour of meeting for several 
schools has been so arranged that he can be with them all 
during the day. Nine o'clock Sunday morning finds us at 
a little school-house standing alone by the roadside, with no 
house within half a mile. The children are seen coming 
from different directions, along the roads or across the 
prairie. Soon over twenty have arrived, and the superin- 
tendent, a young man of eighteen, opens the school. Earnest 
attention is given to all the exercises, and lessons well 
learned are recited. The children are of foreign parents, 
who have cared little for American institutions, and for 
years were unwilling to have the school. They still absent 
themselves, but the children come through all weathers. 


Anu hour’s ride brings us to another school in the midst 
of a settlement where more American families are found, 
and which, having been longer in existence, is better appre- 
ciated. Parents are found with their children, together 
numbering thirty-five. The missionary reviews their 
lessons, receiving prompt replies that indicate careful 
study of the Scriptures. With a few encouraging words, 
and a little counsel, he leaves them to continue the good 
work. 

A hurried dinner, followed by a five-mile drive, brings 
us to another school, which meets at 3 P. M., being 
followed twice a month by a preaching service. This chances 
to be the Sabbath for preaching, and the house is full. Ger- 
mans, Scandinavians, and Americans, Lutherans, Metho- 
dists, Baptists, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians are 
all united in the work, earnestly co-operating for its 
advancement. Little by little it gains strength. One 
man who has held aloof for years is present to-day for the 
second time, and admits himself convinced that “ the school 
is a good thing.” 

In the evening, another point, twelve miles distant, is 
visited, to encourage the workers there who are toiling 
under great discouragements. Thus passes the Sabbath. 
Another time the appointments will be made so as to meet 
the people in communities where it is desired to establish 
schools, or where, once organized, they have failed of success. 
In every place the missionary is cordially received. All 
respect him, and every Christian worker rejoices to call him 
brother. 

Sunday over, we strike for a still newer region, where 
schools are not yet introduced. From the county super- 
intendent of instruction our missionary has already learned 
the condition of the people, and knows if a school be 
possible. One after another the scattered settlers are 
visited for miles around, and conversed with regarding the 
school. Some are opposed, some indifferent, and others in 
favor of it. Finally a meeting is appointed. The people 
assemble, and the missionary sets forth to them the benefits 
of Bible study. They see what changes schools have 
wrought elsewhere, and decide to have one for themselves. 
A person, sometimes a man, sumetimes a woman, and at 
others a boy, is elected superintendent, a collection is taken 
for books, lesson papers are distributed, and the next 
Sunday finds the people of that district assembled with 
o,en Bibles in their hands. By careful watching, over 
ninety per cent. of the schools thus started become perma- 
nent. To points that the missionary is unable to reach in 
person, he will send some earnest man for a Sabbath, or by 
correspondence with those in sympathy with himself will 
succeed in establishing a school. 

Results of such labor are first seen in the common life of 
the people. Sabbath-breaking is diminished, and ofttimes 
ceases altogether with the coming of a Sabbath-school. 
Many farmers who had been accustomed to work on Sun- 
days let their horses rest, and go with their children to 
study the Bible, or, at least, remain indoors and read the 
paper. One superintendent remarked that for this reason 
alone, if no other, the Sunday-school should be maintained. 
The formation of character is also a blessed result of these 
schools. The majority of them are established where no 
other religious service is held; hence without them the 
people would be destitute of all religious privileges. The 
thousands thus gathered and brought into direct contact, 
week by week, with Buble truth, are being educated in true 
nobility. They will become better citizens therefor. 

Superior to these must be placed the result of soul 
saving. The missionary, being the spiritual father of 
numerous schools, is brought into direct contact with 
many scholars, among whom there are annually reported 
an average of a hundred conversions to every laborer. No 
other organization makes so good a showing. And all this 
is accomplished in districts beyond the reach of ministers, 
or where sectarian jealousy excludes them. However much 
the denominational lines may be obliterated in the older 
states, they are prominent on the frontier, where, it is 
hoped, future conquests are to be made. Every denomi- 
nation strives to holdits own and get more. Themoment one 
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says “ Presbyterian” anothershouts “ Methodist,” and there 
is no union. With conflicting interests there comes stagna- 
tion and death to all spirituality. But when the Sunday- 
school missionary comes, saying, “ Will you unite under the 
banner of the cross?” all answer “ yes.” A successful Bible 
school is the result, where before it had been found impos- 
sible, 

One great advantage which the Sunday-school laborer 
enjoys over the home missionary in this work is, that 
while the time of the latter is fully occupied in meeting his 
regular appointments, the first is at liberty to visit opening 
fields, arrange for and consummate new organizations. 
However much his heart may long to spread the work, the | 
home missionary, in charge of one, two, or three churches, | 
finds his time fully occupied in his appointed field. The 
neglected districts a few miles away might as well be a 
hundred, so far as practical assistance from him is” 
concerned. 

“The Sunday-school man” also, in disclaiming all denomi- | 
national aim, frequently secures entrance where others | 
might seek in vain. So much are his labors appreciated, 
that when ministers with more zeal than wisdom have 
striven to build sectarian schools out of union ones, the 
people have indignantly driven them from their midst. | 
Wherever a union school has once been successfully started, | 


were kept alive by correspondence, In writing to him I 
generally enclosed, making no reference to it in my letter, 
a book or a tract, with a prayerful desire, on each occasion, 
that his heart might be influenced by it. He never in 
these cases acknowledged having received them. Thus 
many years passed on. Hearing that he had suddenly 
been struck with paralysis, I wrote and told him how much 
I sympathized with him, that he had long had and would 
continue to have my earnest prayers for his soul’s welfare ; 


| and I asked him to let me hear from him, enclosing at same 


time, without comment, that most excellent of little books, 
which has been blessed to thousands in all lands, “ Come 
to Jesus,” by the Rev. Newman Hall. Praying much fora 
blessing on the book to the sufferer, I anxiously looked for 
ananswer. But it seemed to tarry. The intercession contin- 
ued. A month had passed when I wrote to him asking of 
his health, and.if he had received a little book which I had 
sent to him. A reply after some time came, which for a year 
brought only disappointment with it. The malady under 
which the patient was prostrated had rendered writing to 
him a difficult process. His note to me was in part illegible. 
He wrote, “The little book you sent is” The three 
or four words which followed I failed to decipher. Again 
and again I tried to trace the blurred and scratchy writing, 
but all in vain; and what added to the disappointment, I 





‘the people cling to it as their chief hope, both for the present | got news of m y friend having passed away. How often 


‘and the rising generation. This too, in numerous instances, 
after several church organizations have been established 
in the’community. 

In a quiet way these agents of the Union are laying 
‘the foundations of a Christian state. In their work lies 
the hope of much people. Years hence, when towns and 
‘cities shall have grown from the hamlets and villages 
throughout the frontier, many will look back to these 
pioneer Sabbath-schools and praise God for their trans- 
forming and saving influence. Happy too, in that day, 
will be the man who can say | helped to make that 
Christian state, either as a frontier laborer or one who 
assisted to support such laborers. 





AN ANSWERED PRAYER. 


BY A SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER, 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find it aft_r 
many days.” 
‘Two school-fellows met after many years’ separation. 
“The one, having long held a high position in Her Majesty’s 
service, now retired from active duties, the other (the 
\writer of these lines), after passing many years in the East 
in mercantile pursuits, had also retired, and both in God’s 
‘good province had been most bountifully provided for in 
their earthly substance; indeed, they both had enough and 
‘to spare of this world’s goods. Both had travelled much 
‘and seen much of men, and they liked to meet and com- 
‘pare notes of their experiences in foreign lands and of men 
‘and manners as they had found them. And to this extent 
—but to this extent only—their sympathies were at one. 
‘The one, a man of war by profession, had faced dangers of 
no ordinary kind; he had seen the hale and the hearty 
‘suddenly struck down at his side; he had safely come out 
‘of all his engagements, and when the writer last saw him, 
he told him he had not, until he had passed fifty years of 
age, had one day’s illness. Yet, alas! amid all his abound- 
ing mercies, he apparently failed to fully recognize God as 
his shield, as well as the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. 

The subject of religion was to him at all times an unpala- 
‘table one, and often, to my great distress, he would give a 
‘fling at Christian men by saying “They are psalm-singing 
‘hypocrites.” ‘One day he told me with much gusto that he 
lately had “taken the change out of Parson ——,” who 
‘lived in his neighborhood. On asking him how, he said 
the fellow had the impudence of all the psalm-singing 
ones put together. “He called and asked me for a sub- 
scription to some building scheme of his church, and he 
tried to come over me by saying he thought that I might like 
to honor God by placing a few bricks in the structure. 
What think you of such begging?” “Think!” I replied, 
“T hope that you gave him some change, instead of taking 
change out of him, as you say you did.” “No, no,” he 
rejoined, laughing heartily, “ 1 told the fellow that I would 
rather throw a brick at his head than add a brick to the 
building.” Remonstrances during such outbursts I found 
were attended with no good results, but I could and did 
pray for him. There was one thing which I noted in him. 
In dining out, he was ever jealously careful, after a blessing 
was asked, to say aloud, Ah-men! and in a tone, too, as if 
he really meant it,—a healthy, fruitful deed in any man, 
let me say. 


Living as I did about a hundred miles from his resi- 
dence, I did not often meet him, but our friendly relations 


his note was scanned I need not say. Itlay about a year on 
my desk as a kind of sealed letter. One day it unexpectedly 
turned up among my papers, when almost without effort 
on my part, and to my infinite surprise and joy, I read, 
“The little book you sent is to me most refreshing.” I 
thanked God and took courage. 

In August this year while at sea-bathing quarters, I had 
the happiness to meet another school-fellow, now a leading 
agriculturist in the south of Scotland. He like myself has 
been a Sabbath school teacher for over twenty years, and 
on this last point we had much in common to talk of, and 
of God’s fatherly dealings with us for over forty years, since 
he and | read Ovid together. We had many old compan- 
ions to ask for and to tell of. While thus engaged one day 
my friend suddenly said, “ Did you ever hear that our friend 
(the subject of this notice) became a greatly changed man 
before his death? Hearing that he was confined to his 
room, I called and saw him. He was paralyzed in his limbs, 
and his speech was much affected. He was very glad to 
see me. He mentioned you. I faithfully but kindly 
pointed him to the Saviour, saying, ‘Come now, let it be 
with you no longer a fearful but a blessed thing to fall 
into the hands of God.” ‘I know it, I know it,’ he said, and 
wept as a child. He pointed to a little book lying near 
him,—it was ‘Come to Jesus,’ and said, ‘A blessed book, 
to me a blessed book. I'm glad you so speak to me, no one 
else does.” He took my hand and indicated that he wished 
me to kneel and pray, which I did with earnestness, 
in which he seemed humbly and earnestly to join. 

What could my friend and [ do but rejoice? What could 
we say but that it is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes? 

Fife, Scotland. 


W. Dz 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


$< 
WASHING THE DISHES. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 


“Tf there is anything I hate,” said Marjorie Fane, “ it is 
washing the dishes. I would rather do any other work.” 

“ So do I hate it,” chimed in Ellie Macon. The two 
little girls were sitting in a broad-cushioned seat in a 
window, looking out on a pleasant garden. Mrs. Fane was 
busy in the room with her sewing, not paying much atten- 
tion to their talk, yet keeping the thread of it in her mind. 

“ Aunt Eunice, can you endure it?” asked Ellie, looking 
up and meeting the glance of Mrs. Fane’s soft brown 
eyes. 

“How does it happen that you are both so wrought up 
on the subject just now?” the lady inquired in her turn. 
“T never found it very disagreeable myself. I have had 
far harder things to do than to wash a few cups and 
saucers, which is all Marjorie does at breakfast and supper- 
time. That seems to me a very proper employment for a 
little daughter at home. I did not know, Ellie dear, that 
you were concerned about domestic affairs in the least.” 

“Why, Aunt Eunice, our Bridget has left us; she has 
gone back to Ireland to visit her friends, and so mamma 
and I are dividing the housekeeping, till we get somebody 
who is likely to suit us.” 

“T had not heard it, Ellie, but I think it very delightful 
that you are able to divide the housekeeping with your 





dear mother, and be such a little helper and friend, I 


think one pleasant thing about work which we do in our 
homes is this, that we are adding to the comforts of those 
we love, and making them happy. But I have noticed 
that you girls are not the only ones who specially dislike 
to wash dishes. I wonder why.” 

“ Well, auntie, I'll tell you. It’s such slow poky work, 
and you never seem to get to the end of it. There is 
always one spoon or one fork more just when you suppose 
the last one is safely finished and disposed of. I made up 
my mind last Sunday that I would try this week to live 
for Jesus, and do something sweet and noble every day. 
And here it is Friday night, and what have I to show? 
Making beds, sweeping rooms, dusting the parlors, brushing 
up crumbs, feeding the cat, studying my lessons, and three 
times a day setting the table and clearing it off. The 
week has just been thrown away.” 

“T made a resolution too,” said Marjorie; “but when I 
came home I found Miss Catharine Purvis here, and she 
said something that annoyed me before I had fairly gotten 
my hat off, and so my resolution flew into little bits.” 


Mrs. Fane laid a gentle hand on her daughter's golden 
head, and drew Ellie close to her. Both the children had 
exchanged their seat in the window for one nearer the 
friend they loved, for though she was mother to one and 
aunt to the other, she was their dearest adviser, and the 
person who heard all their secrets. 

“Let me tell you how to make even washing dishes a 
very delightful thing.” 

“Now, mamma, don’t say that we must put our hearts 
into it, please,” said Marjorie. 

“T don’t intend to, though you have often heard me say 
that the only way to get real good and pleasure out of a 
thing—out of anything, mind—is to do it heartily as unto the 
Lord. The moment you begin to think of some little duty, 
such as sweeping, or dusting, or mending your stockings, 
that it is of no importance, and occasioning you a loss of 
time, you cease to do it heartily. Then it becomes a toil. 
If you can teach yourselves to feel that the Lord cares how 
you do all these little things, and that he observes them 
just as much as he does the sweet and noble things, you 
will go about them in the right spirit, as unto him. But 
now for our dishes. My plan is always to take hold of the 
hardest thing first. So I proceed at once to my pots and 
pans, kettles and gridirons, and whatever utensils have 
been used in cooking, and wash them thoroughly with 
plenty of hot water and soap, dry them, and set them on 
the back of the range a few minutes, so thatany remaining 
moisture may evaporate. Then I put them away in their 
own special closet. I then gather up my plates, cups and 
saucers. I take pains to collect all the débris, the leavings 
on the plates, etc., in one dish, and some of it, I give to 
the chickens or the cat. That which is of no use whatever, 
goes at once into the fire, is burned up and out of the way. 
You know that to have decaying vegetable matter or refuse 
of any kind standing about in boxes or pails or tubs is 
very unwholesome. It may produce fevers or other sick- 
ness, andall little women should learn to be very particular 
about this matter. Perfect purity and cleanliness in and 
around a house have a great deal to do with keeping its 
inmates well. I pile all my plates of one size together, so 
I do with my saucers and cups, and’as for the glasses and 
spoons and silver, I place them apart. I then take the 
things by installments. With plenty of water, nice smooth 
soap-suds, a pan close by to rinse the dishes off, and clean 
soft towels to dry with, the work is soon done, There is 
everything in feeling pride in what you are trying to 
accomplish, dears. I have been thinking lately that it 
would be a good plan for me to let Marjorie take entire 
charge of the china-closet. She is so careful that I am sure 
I can trust her, and if she keeps it in perfect order, it will 
be a real credit to her.” 

“T will ask my mother to give me charge of ours,” said 
Ellie. “You have made me see that even washing dishes 
may have a pleasant side, provided a person takes pains.” 

“ Once,'’ said Mrs. Fane, “ when I was a little girl of 
ten, a dear teacher gave me a rule of conduct, which has 
been of great use to me ever since. I was not quite sure 
whether or not it was right for me to attend a place of 
amusement to which some of my friends were going. I had 
begun then to try to live as Christ would have me, and 
though I was only a child, I sometimes found hard places 
where I did not know just what duty was. In this instance, 
though my mother had given her consent, I had a feeling 
that it was not given very gladly. She wanted to please 
me, and would, I could see, be herself pleased if I remained 
at home. Sol went with my trouble to my dear lady- 


love,—for I was very fond of Miss Jennie,—and she wrote this 
ona slip of paper: ‘ Whether therefore ye eat or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.’” 

“That’s a very straight rule, mamma,” said Marjorie. 





“Yes,” said Ellie, “ but it’s a good rule to walk by.” 
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5. Nov 4.—Paul before Felix Acts 24; 10-25 
6, Nov, 11.—Paul before Agrippa. Acts 26: 6-20 
7. Nov. 18.—Almost Persuaded Acts 26: 21-29 
8. Nov, 26.—Paul in the Storm Acta 27: 14-26 
9. Dec, 2.—The Deliver Acts 27: 33-44 
10. Dec. 9.—Paul in Melita. Acts 28: 1-10 
ll. Dec, 16.—Paul at Rome Acts 28 : 16-31 
12, Dec. 23.—Paul’s Last Words. 2 Tim. 4:1-8 





18. Dec. 30.—Review. 


LESSON 7, NOVEMBER 18, 1877. 
Title: ALMOST PERSUADED. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Tuen Acripra sap unto Paut, ALMosT THOU PER- 
SUADEST ME TO BE A CurisTIaAN.—Acts 26 ; 28. 





Lesson Topic: Hearers, but not Doers. 


1. Persecuting, v. 21-23. 
2. Wondering, v. 24-26. 
3. Hesitating, v. 27-29. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Nov. 12; Acts 26: 21-29. Hearers, but not doers. 
Tuesday, Nov.13: Neh. 8:1-12. Hearing the law. 
Wednesday, Nov. 14: John 5; 39-47. Hearing the prophets. 
Thursday, Nov. 15: Matt. 7: 24-29. Hearing the gospel. 
Friday, Nov. 16: Rom. 2:1-16. Doers of the law. 
Saturday, Nov. 17: Jas. 2: 14-26. Doers of the gospel. 
Sunday, Nov. 18: 1 John 3: 1-10, Doers of righteousness 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 26: 21-29. ] 

21. For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went 
about to kill me. 

22. Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this 
day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things 
than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 

23. That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first 
that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the 
people, and to the Gentiles. 

24, And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud 
voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself ; much learning doth make thee 
mad, 

25. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness. 

26. For the king knoweth these things, before whom also I 
speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are 
hidden from him: for this thing was not done in a corner. 

27. King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that 
thou believest. 

28. Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian. 

29. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also 
all that hear me this day, were both almost and altogether such as 
I am, except these bonds. 


Outline: - 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Acts 26: 22. Obtained help of God ——Then Samuel 
took a stone, and set i¢ between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp helped us. 
1 Sam. 7: 12. And the hand of our God was upon us, and he 
delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and of such as lay in 
wait by the way. Ezra8: 31. It is God that avengeth me, and 
subdueth the people under me. Psa. 18: 47. But we had the 
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in our- 
selves, but in God which raiseth the dead; who delivered us from 
so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will 
yet deliver us. 2 Cor. 1: 9,10——Out of them all the Lord 
delivered me. 2 Tim. 3: 11, 

The prophets and Moses.——Abruham saith unto him. 
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. Luke 
16; 29..-—Philip findeth Nathaniel, and saith unto him, We have 
found him, of whom Moses in the law and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. John 1: 45,——Search the 
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me. John 5: 39. 

V.23. That Christ should sufter.——And after three 
score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself. 
Dan, 9: 26——They shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for Ais only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his first-born, Zech. 12: 10. Smite the Shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered. Zech. 13: 7——Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? Luke 24: 
26.——Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer. 
Luke 24: 46. 

The first that should rise.——Thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrup- 
tion, Psa. 16: 10,——And the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves 
after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto many, Matt. 27: 52, 53, Therefore doth my father love 




















me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. John 10: 17, 
18.——Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life, 
John 11: 25. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first-fruits of them that slept. 1 Cor. 15: 20.——And 
he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
first-born from the dead. Col. 1: 18. 


V.24. Beside thyself.——Then Jehu came forth to the 
servants of his lord: and one said unto him, Js all well? where- 
fore came this mad fellow to thee? 2 Kings 9: 11. The Lorp 
hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada the priest, that ye 
should be officers in the house of the Lorn, for every man that is 
mad, and maketh himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him 
in prison, and in the stocks, Jer. 29: 26. The prophet is a 
fool, the spiritual man is mad. Hosea 9: 7,——And when his 
friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him; for they 
said, He is beside himself. Mark 3: 21 Then answered the 
Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samari- 
tan, and hast a devil? John 8: 48 Then said the Jews unto 
him, Now we know that thou hast adevil. John 8: 52. But 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block and 
unto the Greeks foolishness. 1 Cur, 1: 23 




















v.28. Almost thou persuadest me.——And they came 
unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my peo- 
ple, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with 
their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after 
their covetousness, Ezek. 33: 31.——Herod feared John, know- 
ing that he was a just man anda holy, and observed him ; and 
when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 
Mark 6: 20.——One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatso- 
ever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come, take up thy cross, and follow 
me. And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: 
for he had great possessions. Mark 10: 21, 22——If any 
man be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 
man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth him- 
self, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner 
of man he was. Jas. 1: 23, 24. 


V.29. Lwould to God.—And the children of Israel 
said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the 
Lorp in the land of Egypt. Ex. 16: 3. Would God that all 
the Lorp’s people were prophets, and that the Lorp would put his 
Spirit upon them. Numb. 11: 29——Would God I had died for 
thee, O Absalom, my son, my son! 2Sam. 18: 33. Would 
God my Lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he 
would recover him of his leprosy. 2 Kings 5: 3 I would to 
God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. 1 Cor. 4: 8. 
—TI would that all men wereeven as myself. 1 Cor. 7: 7 
Would to God ye could bear with mea little in my folly. 2 Cor. 
Bs: i. 

Altogether such as lam. But if ye will not hear it, my 
soul shall weep in secret places for your pride, and mine eye shall 
weep sore, and run down with tears, because the Lorp’s flock is 
carried away captive. Jer. 13: 17. And when he was come 
near, he beheld the city, and weptover it. Luke19: 41——These 
things I say, that ye might be saved. John 5: 34.——I could 
wish that myself were accused from Christ for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh. Rom. 9: 3. Brethren, my 
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. Rom. 10: 1. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY PROFESSOR A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 























REVISED TRANSLATION, 


(21.) For these reasons, the Jews, seizing me in the temple, 
were endeavoring to destroy me. (22.) Obtaining, therefore, 
succor from God, up to this day I stand bearing testimony 
both to small and great, saying nothing aside from what 
both the prophets and also Moses affirmed was to take place, 
(23.) whether, namely, the Christ was to suffer; whether, as 
the first to arise from the dead, he was to proclaim light both 
to the people and to the Gentiles. (24.) And as he was speak- 
ing thus in his defense, Festus saith with a loud voice, Paul, 
thou art mad! Thy much learning transporteth thee into 
madness! (25.) But Paul saith, I am not mad, most excel- 
lent Festus, but am uttering forth words of truth and sober- 
ness. (26) For the king knoweth concerning these things, 
unto whom also I speak with all boldness; for I am per- 
suaded that none of these things is hidden from him; for this 
thing hath not been done in a corner. (27.) Believest thou, 
King Agrippa, the prophets? I know that thou believest. 
(28.) And Agrippa said unto Paul, In a little art thou per- 
suading me to become a Christian! (29.) But Paul [said], I 
could pray unto God that alike in little and in great not 
only thou, but also all who hear me to-day, might become 
such as I am, except these bonds. 

‘ NOTES. 

Verse 21.— For these reasons: especially, that 1 was pro- 
claiming the hated name of Christ among Jews and Gentiles. 
—Seizing : apprehending, as recounted in chap. 21 : 27-30.— 
Were endeavoring : for the old English went about, which also 
translates sometimes the Greek sought—to destroy: not the 
ordinary Greek word either for “destroy” or for “kill;” 
but nearly like our “dispatch,” “ make away with.” 


Verse 22.—Obtaining, therefore: namely, on the special 





occasion alluded te. It was the Lord that at this time 


rescued him from Jewish violence. The tense of the Greek 
participle does not allow it a general reference. The “there- 
fore” is elliptical, as if he had said, “It is only, therefore, 
that I obtained succor from God."—Up to this day: can 
be connected only with “I stand.” The whole of the 
clause is a triumphant declaration of his having, by divine 
interposition, so overcome the rage of his foes as to survive 
and stand until this day; “stand” (stronger than “continue”’) 
is emphatic.—Small and great: persons of low and high 
degree: of the latter class are those whom he is now address- 
ing. [With a slightly different text, some, as Meyer, read 
“attested to by small and great ;" intrinsically unobjection- 
able, as he was really attested to by the consciences of all, 
notwithstanding the malicious accusations urged against 
him, but it seems less in harmony with the following con- 
text.|—Saying nothing except: of course, Moses and the 
Prophets are, with every Jew, the last appeal. Paul knew 
that his doctrine rested on the teachings of the Old Testa- 
ment. See Luke 24: 27, “Beginning from Moses and all 
the prophets,” etc. 

Verse 23.— Whether (or, if) the Christ was to suffer: this 
was the question which he set before his hearers and argued 
from the Jewish Scriptures: see again Luke 24: 26, “ Was 
not the Christ to suffer these things? The Old Testament 
teaches clearly a suffering as well as a reigning Messiah; but 
Jewish prejudice could with difficulty discern it — Whether 
(or if) as the first to arise: another point which he argued 
was that the Christ was to arise from the dead, and as the 
first-fruits of the resurrection (1 Cor. 15: 20), as the great 
Leader of the sons of the resurrection, should then bring 
tidings of light, the light of truth and life to those who were 
in darkness and death—The people; that is, the Jews. 
Their ideas are put conditionally, as being matters of ques- 
tion among the Jews, and furnishing topics of constant and 
earnest debate between the apostle and his Jewish hearers. 
For “light,” see Matt. 4: 16. 

Verse 24.—The “spake for himself” of the English version 
does not very well render the Greek, “ plead for himself,” 
“speak in his own defense.”— With a loud voice: excited and 
in earnest, and to whose Roman understanding all that Paul 
was saying about the prophets and the resurrection, and the 
Messiah, was unintelligible gibberish. He had no better 
explanation of Paul’s words and conduct than insanity. 
Paul’s “ much learning,” or more exactly, the “many writings” 
which he had pored over—those writings of Moses and the 
Prophets which Festus supposed to be about on a level with 
the books of the sibyl—had turned his brain, had driven 
him to madness. This was his best solution of the problem. 
He saw that it was not nature; he did not see that it was 
inspiration. 

Verse 25.—Paul’s reply is singularly courteous and digni- 
fied. Here, as elsewhere, he does not forget his respect for 
“dignities.’” He denies the charge in the simplest and most 
positive manner.—Truth: as against objective falsehood ; 
soberness: as against subjective illusions. The word is famil- 
iar in Greek writers as the opposite of madness. The English 
version, in rendering the same word first “ beside one’s self” 
and then “ mad,” destroys the rhetorical beauty and force of 
the antithesis. “Thou art mad,” says Festus: “I am not 
mad,” replies the apostle. 


Verse 26.—From the uninformed Roman, Paul appeals for 
a juster judgment to the better instructed Jew. Agrippa 
was a zealous votary of Judaism, and must have had knowl- 
edge alike of the prophetic writings and of these recent 
events which Paul declares are their fulfillment.—T speak 
with all boldness : somewhat stronger than ‘I speak freely.” 
I speak with an openness and boldness warranted by the 
truth in presence of one who can judge the evidence.— one 
of these things: of course, not every minute particular; but 
the general course of events. The great facts of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus, Paul feels assured cannot be 
unknown to Agrippa. or this thing : this whole course of 
events connected with the introduction of Christianity. — 
Hath not been done in a corner: it took place in the eye of 
the public; in the full blaze of public knowledge. The 
teachings of Jesus were public (John 18: 20), The cruci- 
fixion was eminently public: and the claim and evidences of 
the resurrection, as well as all the wonderful scenes that 
followed, almost equally so. 


Verse 27.—Paul appeals to King Agrippa’s belief in the 
Old Testament Scriptures, and rests his case virtually on 
their evidence. His language is equivalent to saying, “Just 
as surely as you have faith in the prophets you must believe 
that Jesus is the Christ.” 


Verse 28.—King Agrippa thus summarily held to the case, 
and shut up, as if by a single question, to a favorable decis- 
ion replies, “Jn a little,” that is, with a very bnief 
argument, with but a short appeal, in a very summary way, 
thou art persuading, that is, art trying to persuade, me to 
become a Christian: the language, I think, is clearly sar- 
castic, although Agrippa undoubtedly was not unmoved, and 
in part hides his convictions under the sarcasm. It is as if 
he had said, “The thing is not so easily disposed of; not 





quite so easily and lightly am I to be persuaded into Chris- 
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tianity!” The term “Christian” in Agrippa’s mouth is 
itself contemptuous. The turn, I think, was that of light 
banter, and an attempt to turn off by a jest that which he 
felt, after all, to be a very serious matter. 

[The passage, it must be confessed, is one of no slight 
difficulty. The common rendering, “almost thou per- 
suadest,” seems to be not allowed by the Greek, and incon- 
sistent with the general tone of the expression. “ Persuadest”’ 
is probably rather “art trying to persuade,” in accordance 
with avery familiar, and indeed the most common, use of 
the Greek word: and the half-contemptuous “ Christian” 
(see 1 Pet. 4: 16, “If any one suffers as a ‘Christian,’”—as 
one of those “ Christ’s men”’) is inconsistent with the idea that 
Agrippa is seriously acknowledging a half conversion. 
There is another perhaps not improbable reading (partly 
conjectural), not materially different in sense: “In a little 
thou trustest to make me a Christian. ] 


Verse 29.—Paul does not answer Agrippa in the bantering 
or sarcastic vein in which the latter had addressed him. 
His convictions are too strong, and his zeal too earnest to 
allow anything but the sincerest earnestness. He meets the 
light sarcasm of the royal unbeliever with words of the most 
weighty seriousness. I could make my prayer to God (so 
more literally than “I would to God”) that alike in little and 
in great: whether with little argument or with much, with 
small endeavor or with great, that is, with whatever effort it 
might cost. Such seems the most probable meaning of the 
phrase. Some explain the words of Agrippa, “in a small 
degree,” and those of Paul in reply “ alike in a small and in 
a great degree,” which would come near to the common 
version—" almost,” and “both almost and altogether.” The 
received text has in verse 29 “ much” for “ great” in accord- 
ance with many manuscripts. With this reading the word 
“time” might be understood and the rendering might be “in 
a little time,” and “whether in little time or in much.” 
(So Hackett.) It is not certain that Paul in his reply uses the 
words ‘ina little” in the same sense as they were employed by 
Agrippa. He may have simply caught up the somewhat 
vague “in a little” of Agrippa, and added to it its anti- 
thetical “and in great,” simply as two opposites (no matter 
what their precise import) to imply that under any conditions, 
take any opposing alternatives, he would have his hearers 
become, like himself, disciples of Jesus.—But all who hear 
me: Paul thus turns missionary and preacher, and instead of 
merely defending himself, shows his interest in the salvation 
of his hearers.— Except these bonds: is a courteous allusion to 
the chains which, as a prisoner, he bore upon his arm, and as 
he, of course, claims and reminds his judges, causelessly and 
unjustly. The spirit of Christian love shines out in the 
limitation which he adds. He would wish his hearers all the 
blessings of Christian discipleship, and none of its even inci- 
dental evils. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Verse 21.—For these causes, etc.—It is well if for no worse 
causes we are hated and persecuted. Because Paul believed 
in Jesus, hoped for the resurrection, called on sinners to 
repent, and proclaimed salvation, he had been seized, and his 
life imperilled. If our consistency as Christians, our deter- 
mination to act according to God’s will, expose us to the 

. world’s hatred, happy are we to suffer in company with Paul 
and his divine Master. 

Verse 22.— Help of God. Paul neglected no rightful means 
of self-preservation.. He worked for his bread with his own 
hands. When persecuted in one city, he fled to another. 
When his life was plotted against in Jerusalem, he took pre- 
cautions for safety. His speeches in self-defense were admi- 
rably adapted to secure acquittal with all reasonable minds. 
But he did not attribute his safety to himself. ‘“ By the help 
of God.” So let us in nothing neglect se//-help, but in every- 
thing ascribe our safety to God-help. ‘ Not unto us! not 
unto us,O Lord!” Help will always be given by God to 
those who, in the diligent use of means, look to him for 
succor. 

Perseverance. “I continue to this day.” Paul had been 
protected up to that time by God, not indolently to repose, 
but diligently to labor. He continued “ witnessing.” This 
was a proof of the depth of his convictions and the reality of 
his conversion. Mere excitement and surprise at the vision 
would have passed away. He could not have persevered in 
laboring amid repeated perils had he not been quite per- 
suaded of the truth. During that period he had suffered so 
much from what had ceased to be a novelty that his conduct 
can only be accounted for by his- deep conviction: but that 
conviction could not have continued during this long period 
unless founded on facts not to be refuted; for Paul was con- 
stantly in the company of the disciples, and able to test their 
sincerity and the reality of the miracles which they and he 
performed in the name of Christ. Our own conversion is 
proved by “patient continuance in well-doing.” Final per- 
severance is true of all the saved; for only they are saved who 
do persevere, and they who thus “continue” do so by “ the 


journey ; but like the apostle, hour by hour and year by year 
being able to say, “ By the help of God I continue to this 
day.” 

Impartiality of ministry. “To small and great.” Paul 
spoke to philosophers at Athens, to kings and governors at 
Cesarea, to all classes and especially to the poor wherever he 
went; but toall alike, without fearing or flattering the great, 
without despising the small, he testified the same truth. Let 
all preachers and teachers do likewise. 


Scriptural teaching. Paul did not contradict the Bible or 
teach novelties. His doctrine was in harmony with Moses 
and the Prophets, in whose writings the gospel had been 
predicted and dimly foreshadowed. Revealed truth is one 
harmonious whole, though gradually developed. The Old 
Testament contains the germs of the New. 

Verse 23,—Christ's death and resurrection and his being the 
Light of the Nations were foretold by the Prophets (Isa. 53 ; 
Acts 11: 24-32; Isa. 42: 6,7; Isa. 49: 6). It could not be 
intended that Christ was the first, in order of time, whose body 
was raised from the grave. Elijah, Elisha, Christ himself, 
had raised the dead. But in these cases one had been raised 
by another. In this case Jesus arose by himself. He was 
not the first who’was raised, but the first who rose. He 
was the great conqueror of death, owing his deliverance from 
the grave to no instrumentality of others. Also he was the 
first, or chief, in dignity and importance; and it is by his 
resurrection we have the hope of the resurrection-life. It is 
he who, rising from the night of death, enlightens with his 
beams, as the Sun of Righteousness, both “ the people” of the 
Jews and the Gentile world. The great Christian truths of 
the atoning sacrifice, and of the resurrection are taught by 
“the Prophets and Moses.” We are to find these doctrines 
in the types and prophecies of the Old Testament. Our Lord, 
after his resurrection, conversing with the two disciples of 
Emmaus, said, “ O unwise and slow of heart to believe all that 
the Prophets havespoken. Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things and to enter into his glory? And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24: 
25-27), Let us Gentiles rejoice in this light which dispels the 
gloom of guilt by Christ’s “ suffering” on our behalf, and 
sheds light on the grave by “ the first-fruits of the resurrec- 
tion.” 

Verse 24.— The charge of madness. Paul's manner evidently 
must have been earnest. Festus, the cold matter-of-fact 
Roman, could not understand why Paul should be so excited 
about what seemed to him so visionary. It was not a ques- 
tion about food or raiment, about sensual pleasure, ambition, 
or power ; nor was the prisoner vehemently soliciting release 
from bonds; in that case Festus could have understood his 
earnestness. But this vision! Years spent in perilous and 
toilsome preaching about a man who had been crucified thirty 
years before; declaring him the subject of prophecies written 
hundreds of years ago, and affirming that the criminal crucified 
by Roman orders had returned to life,—all this seemed ,evi- 
dence of madness. Just so the worldly still regard religious 
fervor as a kind of insanity. Husbands sometimes think 
their wives, however wise in other things, and however 
beloved, mad on religion; and thus parents regard their 
children; and old companions one of their company who 
becomes converted; and generally, those who have no real 
belief in religion, but whose hearts are fixed on earthly 
things, esteem it a mark of folly to prefer the unseen to the 
seen, the eternal to the temporal. But if on this account we 
are regarded ‘‘ mad,” we are again in good company. Would 
that there were more of this reasonable religious enthusiasm 
which exposes to such a charge! ‘The fault is on the other 
side. Religious people are often so cold, calculating, time- 
serving, world-trimiming, fashion-following, so extremely 
prudent and careful not to give offense, so much less eager and 
excited in religious matters than in household, commercial, 
political affuirs, that not many are in danger of being 
regarded “ mad.” 


Verse 25.—Christian fervor is true soberness. Wisdom is 
evidenced in the proportion between our feelings and con- 
duct, on the one hand, and the importance of the subject on 
the other. Indifference to matters of vital consequence, with 
eagerness respecting trifles, is open to the suspicion of in- 
sanity. Who, then, are the mad?—they who are earnest in 
securing the incorruptible treasures which religion offers, or 


they who spend life in grasping the shadows of sinful pleas- 
ure? 





body, or they who, not neglecting the proper care of the body, 
try to secure the welfare of the soul, which shall survive the 
body? Sometimes the inmates of a lunatic asylum think 
those outside are mad, and themselves the only sane, Just 


last getting to heaven without regard to the intermediate 


They who neglect the soul while thinking only of the * 





so, those who live merely for the present moment, and sacrifice 
their higher and lasting interests for those which are lower | 


and transitory, are truly the mad, though they give this | 
| epithet to those who in actions as well as profession “ speak | 
| forth the words of truth and soberness.” 


Verses 26, 27.—Appeal to Agrippa. Paul, instead of de- 





and would have regarded his renewed argument an addi- 
tional proof of insanity, appealed to the king, who sat by. 
Agrippa was a Jew, and accepted the authority of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. The prophecies quoted were “ not 
hidden” from him. Neither were the main facts of Chris- 
tianity. Agrippa had often heard of the crucifixion of © 
Christ and the claims put forth by his followers. Agrippa 
admitted the great truths of Judaism,—the existence of God, 
the authority of the law, the duty of obedience, the supreme 
importance of religion, the doctrine of a judgment and a future 
life. Whether or not he acted in accordance with his creed, 
he was not, like the Roman governor, a professed unbeliever. 
So Paul appealed to him from the charge of madness. 

The prisoner might seem mad from the Roman standpoint, 
but not from the Jewish. If the Scriptures were of divine 
authority, such earnestness as Paul's was that of “truth and 
soberness.” It was consistent with the importance of the 
things spoken of. A similar appeal may be made from the 
avowed skeptic to the professed Christian. If there is a God, 
it must be our duty to reverence him, to obey him rather 
than man, to prefer his approval to our own self-pleasing. 
If there is a future judgment, it must be folly, for the sake of 
some passing pleasure, to run the risk of condemnation then. 
If there isa heaven and hell, it is wise to try to avoid the 
one and attain the other. If religion is true, it is rational to 
attend to it. If true, it is infinitely important, and then 
there is wisdom in attending to it earnestly. On the con- 
trary, if these things are true, it must be folly to live as if 
they were false. Of this folly all are guilty who profess to 
accept the truths of Christianity and do not act in accordance 
with such belief. If an avowed unbeliever like Felix is on 
terms of friendship with an avowed believer in revelation, 
like Agrippa, a real Christian charged with madness, may 
appeal from the Festus to the Agrippa, and compel him to 
admit that, on his own theory, earnestness in religion is 
logically the true ‘“ soberness,” and indifference to matters so 
momentous the true “madness.” Appeal may often be con- 
fidently made to the consciences of those who do not obey 
yet cannot deny the truth. “I know that thou believest.” 

Verse 28.—Almost persuaded. Why was Agrippa within a 
little of persuasion? Because of his knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, and admission of their authority ; because of the strong 
evidence, in the presence of such a witness, of the reality of 
the resurrection of Christ, in fulfillment of those Scriptures ; 
because of the ardent strength and comfort his faith in Christ 
gave to the prisoner; because of his own conscious need of 
the righteousness of which Paul spoke. Why was he only 
“almost persuaded”? Because of his pride. Was he to em- 
brace the religion of his prisoner, a man hated and accused 
by his nation? to become a follower of one who had been 
crucified, and join the sect of the Christians, everywhere 
spoken against? Because of his ambition. Was he to lose 
his status and popularity with the Jews, and so be exposed 
to be maligned at Rome, and perhaps lose his kingship? 
Because of his sins. Could he renounce them when so pleas- 
ant? break long-cherished habits, alter his whole course of 
life? Because of his indulence. It required an effort to 
become a Christian. To apply his mind seriously to these 
matters, to probe his conscience, to devote himself in the 
spirit of Paul to the service of Christ, this he was not pre- 
pared for: he was content with a passive semi-conviction 
that there was something probable and reasonable in what 
Paul said; but beyond this he would not go. 

So there are many now “ almost persuaded.” They admit 
the historic truth of Christianity, and would be offended if 
called unbelievers. They admire the moral beauty of its 
doctrines and precepts, and recognize its beneficial influence 
oo individuals and society. They feel their own personal 
need of something they have never yet found, and they think 
that the gospel alone can answer to the deepest yearnings of 
the soul. But they are only almost persuaded—because they 
are unwilling to renounce what is inconsistent with Christian 
faith: the frivolities of the world, self-pleasing, sinful indul- 
gence of every kind. “ Except a man deny himself, he cannot 
be my disciple.” ‘They count the cost, and determine it to be 
too great. Or they resolve that at a more convenient season 
they will embrace the truth. They flatter themselves they 
are quite decided, fully convinced, only they will begin to 
carry out their resolution at some future time. 

Let such persons ask themselves, “Is this wise?” There 
are questions respecting which it is reasonable to be almost 
persuaded. In matters of small importance or doubtful truth 
we may hesitate; as if two methods were proposed of spend- 
ing a holiday or investing asum of money. But suppose a 
vast treasure were within our reach and might be easily 
obtained, and we were in great need: if there were sufficient 
reason to be almost persuaded, it would be very unwise not 
to act on such probability, and so, at least in conduct, be 


altogether persuaded to try to make the treasure ours. Re- 


| ligion holds out to us incalculable blessings. If true at all, it 


demands entire concurrence. If important at all, it must be 
all important. If your house were in flames, and you were 
in peril, and there was a method of escape, would it not be 
madness to say you were almost persuaded? If there was 


help of God.” But it is continuance; not setting out and at fending himself to Festus. who could not understand him, | sufficient reason to suppose there was the possibility of escape 
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would it not be folly to neglect it? A drowning man almost 
persuaded to catch the life-buoy thrown to him! a starving 
wan almost persuaded to accept the food offered him! a sinful 
nan almost persuaded to trust in Christ, the only Saviour! 

Is it safe? While hesitating, you may lose the opportunity. 
Your journey is important, the steam-cars are about to start, 
and you are “almost persuaded!” The next minute you are 
left behind! The lava stream is pouring down Vesuvius 
towards your house. You are almost persuaded to flee from 
it. In a few moments it will be too late! 


Ie it right? Some seem to fancy that to be almost per- 
snaded to a life of godliness is godliness; that to resolve some 
day to become a Christian is to be a Christian now. But we 
are not believers while remaining doubters, and we are not 
loyal subjects while continuing in the rebel camp. If I have 
reasons to be almost persuaded to be reconciled to God, and 
remain at enmity, is not such conduct worse than if I had no 
such convictions ? 

Is it generous? A friend comes to us, at great self-sacrifice, 
and offers to help and comfort us in our extreme distress, 
and we are almost persuaded to accept his generous kindness 
and open the door to his appeal! Christ dying on the cross 
offers us the salvation he purchases with his blood, and we 
are almost persuaded to trust in him! By his Spirit he 
knocks at the door of our heart, and we are almost persuaded 
to open it! : 

Verse 29.—Let us imitate Paul's noble generosity, his 
Christian zeal, his prayers and efforts to persuade others to 
become Christians, his cheerful enduring of trial, and his 
desire that others may share his consolations and be spared 
his sorrows. And let us strive and pray to be altogether 
such as he was, in faith, love, holiness, zeal; all our powers 
of body, mind, and spirit, in all places, at all times, alto- 
gether devoted to the service of Christ. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


There arose against it a tempestuous wind (v. 14). The fact 
that the Lord's servant was in that vessel did not keep the 
storms from raging about it. The promises to the believer 
are not that he shall be kept from dangers, but that he shall 
be delivered out of them. Sickness, bereavement, poverty, 
slander, betrayal, all threaten the true-hearted child of God. 
When he is in the direct path of duty, on a mission from his 
Saviour, he must not be startled if a tempestuous wind rises 
against him, and blows furiously. 

When the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the 
wind, we let her drive (v. 15). In the financial panic of 1857, 
when the best business management on the part of Christian 
merchants was insufficient to enable them to stem the tide of 
commercial disaster, the Rev. Dr. Bushnell published, in the 
Hartford Courant, a “ Week-day sermon to the business men 
of Hartford,” based on this text. The lesson of it was 
obvious, ‘here are many times when, in the providence of 
God, there is nothing for us to do but to stand still and wait 
till a storm has blown itself out. It may be a financial 
storm. It may bea gale of popular fanaticism. It may be 
an attatk of disease. There may be nothing for the believer 
to do hopefully. Atall events he can wait—and trust. 


And so were driven (v.17). Even thongh Paul and his com- 
panions could do nothing for themselves, their Lord did not 
lose sight of them. The winds were (iod’s messengers. They 
were controlled by him. The very driving of the vessel in 
the storm was a part of his perfect plan. We are just as 
surely in our Saviour's care while swept along by a hurricane 
of trial as when at rest in any harbor of peace. 
gloomy foreboding may hang heavily above us. 
sorrow may beat upon us. The gale of disaster may hurry 
us forward to seeming ruin. But no harm shall come to us 
save by the consent of our watchful Redeemer. We shall 
not be driven beyond his loving control. 

We cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship 
(v. 19). That which they had depended on for their safety 
they were now compelled to throw overboard Here is one 
of the advantages of a storm, to the believer against whom 
it rages. His property, his worldly honors, his political 
associates and supporters, his habits of social life which have 
become second nature to him, all must be yielded or aban- 
doned in an hour of peculiar trial, because his Lord would 
have him realize the vanity of dependence on such eupports, 
and the only source of true safety. 


Clouds of 
Waves of 


When neither sun nor stars in many days appeared . . 
hope that we should be saved was then taken away (v. 20). In 
what was their trust? 1t seems to have been in the sun and 
stars rather than in God. Indeed, it seems to have been in 
the sight of the sun and stars ; for there were just as many of 
these heavenly bodies in those days and nights of storm as 
at any other time, only they did not shine through the clouds 
just then. Luke and his companions seem to have beena 
good deal like other people. They could be full of hope—in 
pleasant weather. If the storm held on a little longer than 
usual—they were in despair. How easy it is to be cheerful in 
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the sunlight! How hard it is to be bright in a dark day! 
We can all have faith—as far as wecan see. But when 
things look wrong, and we lack the accustomed light by 
which we have walked, and our ordinary supports fail us, 
then when we have the best opportunity of trusting our 
Saviour, how common it is for us to lose all hope; not 
because God's promises are lacking, but because the sun and 
stars are hidden for the moment from our sight. What sort 
of faith is that? 

Ye should have hearkened unto me (v. 21). Paul's suffering 
in this storm came of the refusal of the ship’s officers to heed 
his counsel and stay in a safe harbor. It was well for him to 
remind them of this fact in the hour of their extremity. It 
is a great thing to know good advice, and to know enough 
to follow it. If we have refused it, and are suffering loss in 
consequence, it is wise for us to recognize this fact, and be 
ready to profit henceforth by the experience thus gained. 
How many times we have occasion to say, ‘“ We ought to have 
hearkened to our teachers, to our parents, to our friends, and 
thereby have been kept from our present peril!” 


Now I exhort you to be of good cheer (vy. 22). “So long as 
there is life there is hope.” God does not wish us to despair. 
Even when we have brought trouble on ourselves, and our 
peril seems imminent, we ought to look up, and be of good 
cheer, because our Father in heaven is full of love, and has 
provided a way of salvation for the lost. We have no right 
to reproach others with having failed to follow good advice. 
If we remind them of their folly or of their fault, we ought 
also to point them to the source of hope, and exhort them to 
be of good cheer. That was Paul's way. It is a good way 
for any of us. 

I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me (vy. 25). 
It is a great thing—and quite too rare a thing—for a Christian 
to believe God implicitly. He who is ready to take God at 
his word, is a man of power. He can defy the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. He has a promise to trust in, for every 
emergency. He is never in extremity, never in doubt. 
All things work together for good to him. He is fearless in 
danger, peaceful in conflict, strong in his weakness, hopeful 
when others despair. Nothing can move him from his course 
of duty. He has learned in whatsoever state he is therewith 
to be content. It would seem as if every Christian could at 
least say confidently, “I believe God, that it shall be even as 
it was told me.” Yet if Christians could all say this sincerely, 
there would be an end to them of anxiety, or worry, or fear. 
Let us then believe God with all our heart! His promises 
are, to the believer, Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 





Tell the children that our story for to-day is again of Paul 
before King Agrippa, and that our golden text is what the 
king said after he had listened to Paul. Try to recall from 
the class the scene as given last Sunday, letting the scholars 
tell where Paul spoke, who heard him, how long he had been 
in prison, and the main points in his talk before Agrippa. 
What did Paul teach men everywhere to do? : 

The few verses of our present lesson can all be given to the 
children, but must be simplified by thorough explanation. In 
verse 21, Paul tells Agrippa, ‘‘ For these causes” (because he 
preached to the Jews and then to the Gentiles that “ all must 
turn to God and do works meet for repentance”) “the Jews 
caught me in the temple and went about to kill me.” Why 
had not the Jews succeeded in killing Paul? They had 
money and soldiers ; they could have hired men to kill him ; 
they hated him enough; they had stoned, beaten him, put 
him in prison. Why had they not killed him before this 
time? Paul tells King Agrippa the reason: “ Having, there- 
fore, obtained help of God, I continue unto this day.” Yes, 
in all his trials God had been his help. Stoned and left for 
dead, God gave him strength to rise up and go to another city. 
When he was in prison at Philippi, what opened the prison 
doors? Did Paul go out? No; he stayed to preach to the 
jailer. But he was safe, for the elders, finding nothing 
against him, let him go. In every trouble God had helped 
him and comforted him; sometimes in a vision or by an 
angel, sometimes through the care and help of other Chris- 
tians, once let down in a basket outside the city walls, some- 
times saved by Roman soldiers; from every trouble a way 
had been opened to save him from death. 

We learned in last week's lesson that,when Jesus first 
appeared to Paul, he set him apart as a minister and a witness 
He said to King Agrippa, “ I continue unto this day witness- 
ing both to small and great.” What is meant by witnessing? 
How did Paul witness for Christ? To whom did he say he 
was witnessing? He does not mean that the small were only 
the little people, but all lowly, humble ones who had a spirit 
willing to be taught like little children. Can you remember any 
humble, lowly people whom Paul served and to whom he 
preached? In Paul's letters, many of those to whom he sent 
loving messages were servants, and one of them he calls “ my 
son,” “a faithful and beloved brother ;” and another time he 
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writes of him, “ not now as a servant, but as a brother beloved.” 
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He spoke and prayed just as earnestly with the women at 
the river-side, and to the tent-makers, as he did to the scholars 
and poets at Athens. He preached just as plainly to the 
jailer who had put bim in the inner prison and the stocks as 
he did to Felix the governor who trembled. Who were some 
of the great ones before whom he had witnessed for Christ? 

The children will easily recall the king and governors, 
chief captain and Council, and the scholars of Athens. 

Was Paul ever afraid to tell the rich and the great that 
they must repent of sin and turn toGod? What did the 
Jews charge against Paul about the laws of Moses and wor- 
shiping in the temple? Did they say that Paul wanted to 
keep Moses’ laws? He answered that charge too, for he told 
them he had been “saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come,—that 
Christ should suffer.” Had he not suffered? How? Who 
put Jesus to death? To hear that always made the Jews 
angry; they could not deny that Jesus of Nazareth was 
really put to death on the cross in Jerusalem; they knew that 
Jews had cried out ‘‘ Away with him, crucify him,” and they 
said, ‘“‘ His blood be upon us and on our children.” But they 
would not believe or confess that he was the Son of God, the 
very Christ that was promised to come by Moses and the 
Prophets. But see how in a few words Paul makes that so 
plain that Agrippa, who was a Jew, could not deny it. It 
was all written, ‘“ That Christ should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise from the dead. Could 
they deny that he had risen? It was well known at Jerusa- 
lem ; for the priests gave money to the soldiers to say that, 
while they slept, his disciples came and stole him away. That 
was too foolish to be believed ; for everybody knew that if a 
Roman soldier slept while on guard, he would be punished 
with death. But the risen Christ was seen many times, by 
many people,—the same body with the marks of the nails on 
his hands and feet, and the wounded side with the marks of 
the soldier's spear,—and once five hundred persons all saw 
him at one time. 

Was it not proved that he was the Christ who had suffered 
and risen from the dead? Paul says, “‘ He was the first that 
should rise.” Did you ever hear of any dead who were made 
alive? Ina poor home where Elijah stayed in time of famine, 
who raised the dead boy to life? What miracle like that did 
Elisha perform? There was another widow in sorrow, and 
Jesus met her weeping, as a company went to bury her only 
son. He said to her, ‘Weep not,” and to the dead son, 
“Young man, I say unto thee, arise.” Can you tell about the 
ruler’s little daughter, who was dead, and what Jesus said and 
did? What brother was that whose two sisters so loved 
Jesus, and in whose home he so loved to stay?“ Who raised 
the brother from the grave? A young man fell from the win- 
dow once when Paul preached until midnight, and was taken 
up dead. Who raised him from death? Then, it seems, 
there were several others besides Christ who were raised from 
the dead. In all there were three children, two young men 
and Lazarus the brother. Paul says Jesus was “ the first that 
should rise from the dead.” He does not say he was the first 
to be made alive. The others were raised by some one 
else; Jesus was the only one who himself arose from the 
grave. All the others were raised by power from God used 
by another, but Jesus was God, and himself came out of the 
grave. Jesus knew while he was here what men would say 
about his rising from the grave, and he made it very plain to 
his disciples. When he called himself the Good Shepherd he 
said, ‘I lay down my life for the sheep ;” and then to make 
them see that he came here to die to save all the world, he 
said of his life, “‘ Noman taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
of myself.” 

When the men came to take him a prisoner that last night 
in the garden, he asked his disciples if they did not know 
that his Father could send him more than twelve legions of 
angels. You know it is promised that one angel shall 
encamp around and deliver those who fear the Lord. And 
he could have sent hosts of them to his Son; but Jesus said, 
“ The Scriptures must be fulfilled,” and he gave himself up to 
death. He had said of his life, “ I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it up again.” That was what Paul 
had preached, and been a witness to the truth that Christ died 
and rose again to “show light unto the people and to the 
Gentiles.” 

What did Paul mean that the people should turn from, 
when he preached to them to turn from darkness? What 
makes the soul dark? Paul tried to persuade men to come 
into the light of the gospel, and he told the good news of 
forgiveness, and preached that all who believed in Christ 
should rise from the dead even as Jesus had done. Festus, 
did not believe a word of this; he spoke out loudly, “ Paul, 
thou art beside thyself. Much learning hath made thee mad.” 
He knew that Paul read and studied and wrote in prison. 
No doubt his friends brought him books and sheets of parch- 
ments. Festus thought his two years of prison-study had 
made him a lunatic. Paul knew better; he calmly answered 
not like a crazy man, “I am not mad, most noble Festus, 
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.” Paulknew 
that Agrippa was a Jew; that he knew all these things about 





Jesus which he preached. So he turned to him and said, 
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“King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that 
thou believest.” 

The king had listened to every word; his eager face 
showed Paul that he felt it was all true. He did not believe 
Paul was mad; his very soul seemed tobe asking him, “ Why 
not believe and own the truth of all this? Why not be per- 
suaded to turn away from all my sins?” He thought aloud ; 
he answered Paul's question not a word about the prophets, 
it was his own soul he was thinking of, “ Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian.” Paul lifted his chained hands 
up before him, and said in a voice like prayer, “ I would to 
God that not only thou, but all who hear me this day, were 
both almost and altogether such as I am, except these 
bonds.” 

Foolish king! He rose up with the governor and Bernice, 
andtalked no more to Paul. Almost but not quite persuaded ; 
almost safe, but utterly lost. 

Paul was still in chains and sent back to his prison ; Agrippa 
still in hissins, and went back to his life of wickedness. Could 
he speak to you about this lesson to-day, he would tell you 
that the bitterest memory of his soul, through all the bitter 
years, has been to remember the time when he was almost 
persuaded to be a Christian. 


BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


Pau! before Agrippa. He preaches Jesus. Festus, a hea- 
then, and not knowing the prophecies, calls him “mad.” 
Agrippa, a Jew, and believing the prophecies concerning the 
Messiah, knows that he speaks words of truth and soberness, 
is almost, that is, within a little, persuaded to be a Christian. 
Part 1. PAUL'S WITNESS BEFORE AGRIPPA 





| SHOULD SUFYER | 
CHRIST AND 


SHOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD. 


a 


Part2. AGRIPPA, HEARING PAUL’S TESTIMONY 


ALMOST PERSUADED 
TO BE 
A CHRISTIAN. 


Onczr, ALMOST 


Never, ALTOGETHER——. | 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Cristian ‘ Mapwess.”—There was a time when in Chicago 
the Christian earnestness of Dwight L. Moody was so unlike 
ordinary Christian zeal that he was generally known as 
“crazy Moody.” There was so much method in his madness, 
and it did so much good, that it has now become vastly more 
popular. 

““ BELIEVEST THOU?” 
is a good model. 


—Paul’s personal appeal to Agrippa 
A Christian man was accosted one evening 
by a stranger, who said, ‘ Please, sir, may I ask you one 
question,— Where is the post-office?”” The information was 
given, and the Christian said, ‘And now, please, sir, may I 
ask you one question,—Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ ?” 
The two parted, but the latter question hit its mark, and 
without knowing him who asked it, that stranger gave his 
heart to God. 


Atmost Persuabep.—Whatever be the interpretation of 
Agrippa’s words, there are multitudes who are almost, but not 
altogether, persuaded to be Christ's. An immense wall, left 
by a conflagration, was standing very insecurely. On one 
side was the vacant space left by the fire. On the other side 
was a row of cottages owned and occupied by poor but 
industrious families. The wind arose, and for a time the great 
wall swayed. On one side was disaster, if not death, by its 
fall; on theother, was no peril. Anxiously did the cottagers 
watch the proceedings till the wall was secured and they 
were relieved from danger. So may we breathlessly watch 
a swaying soul. On one side is eternal ruin; on the other, 
eternal life. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 26: 21. Mor these causes. Or, “on account of these 
things,” namely, his having received and faithfully fulfilled 
his divine commission as a preacher. It was on account of 
his having preached the gospel of Christ in Asia, that the 
Jews from that region supposed that he had profaned the 
temple. This charge, whatever may have been the supposed 
foundation for it, was in reality a pretext.— /tiddle. 

V. 22. 


Small and great. Instructing and teaching all 





ranks of men from the highest to the lowest, those things that 
I have known of Christ —Du Veil. 


V. 23. That Christ should suffer. The Jews obstinately 
denied that the Messiah could die, and hence they denied that 
he could rise. They were so at a loss to understand the 
prophecies of the sufferings of the Messiah, that they came 
at last to invent the theory of two Messiahs—the one a con- 
quering, and the other a suffering one. The cross of Christ 
was to the Jews a stumbling-block—an offense. Christ 
opened the understanding of the disciples to understand the 
Scriptures, that thus it behooved Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead the third day.—Jacobus. 


V. 24. Doth make thee mad. Is turning thy head. The 
union of flowing Greek, deep acquaintance with the sacred 
writings of his nation, reference to a resurrection and other 
doctrines toa Roman utterly unintelligible, and, above all, 
lofty religious earnestness, so strange to the cultivated, cold- 
hearted skeptics of that day—may account for this exclama- 
tion.— Brown. 


V. 25. IT am not mad. Paul responds that his words are 
those of truth and soberness, that is, rooted in the truth, and 
coming from a sane and self-restrained mind ; and he appeals 
to King Agrippa, as one that knows both the facts respecting 
the lite and death of Jesus, and the testimonies of the Old 
Testament prophets which those facts fulfilled —Abdott. 


V. 27. I know that thou believest. Agrippa was by nation 
and by profession a Jew. St. Paul therefore, knowing it was 
imporsible to doubt this, answers for him, “ I know that thou 
believest.” Thus the conclusion, which he leaves him to 
draw, is this: Since thou believest the prophets, and since 
thou knowest that the predictions concerning the Messiah 
are accomplished in Jesus of Nazareth, thou canst not but 
own that the gospel is true, and thatI have done well to 
obey the heavenly vision, in preaching Jesus of Nazareth 
as the Christ.—S. Clarke. 


V. 28. Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. Agrippa 
appears to have been moved by the apostle’s earnest manner, 
but attempts to conceal his emotion under the form of a jest. 
— Hackett. 


An impression was made on Agrippa by the discourse of 
St. Paul, but that impression was not to salvation, since 
Agrippa took no further care to be instructed therein. It is 
in vain to be but faintly affected with the word of God, or 
to be a half, an almost, Christian. We must be so altogether, 
and with all the affections of our soul.—Ostervald. 


V. 29. I would to God. Everybody must be charmed with 
the spirit and good manners of the apostle, and the decency 
and delicacy of his answer.— Newton. 





AGRIPPA’S INSINCERITY. 


{Francis Brown in The Congregational Quarterly. | 


The one impression Agrippa makes upon us is that of a 
character without great ambition and without lofty impulses, 
educated to a contempt for enthusiasm, a dilettante in art, a 
time-server in politics, a skeptic in religion, not destitute of 
all right perceptions, and showing, at times, a certain kindli- 
ness, but not earnest, and not true. He was still young when 
Paul addressed him,—thirty-two or thirty-three-—but not 
so young as to be, therefore, impressible and the lines of 
character are fixed early in the midst of such influences as 
trained him. Indeed, the young man, in such circumstances, 
is more likely to be contemptuous than the old. 

The drift of all these facts is evidently in one direction,— 
toward the conclusion that Agrippa’s answer to Paul was not 
the expression of a genuine conviction. Accompanied, as he 
was, by his sister, whose name has no enviable association 
with kis, surrounded with the pomp of a little court, and 
treated with deference by a Roman governor, he was not 
very likely, as men speak, to be moved to the heart by an 
appeal to the Law and the Prophets,—writings which had 
little to interest him, except as they seemed to bear on the 
permanence of institutions by which he, for the time, 
flourished. Felix, mean, coarse, avaricious, might well be 
disturbed by his conscience when “Paul reasoned of right- 
eousness, no and judgment to come ;”” but what was 
there to startle a moral sense, lulled to sleep by inwrought 
self-confidence in the visions of a dreamer or the scriptural 
interpretations of a fanatic? When Festus despised, what 
else would Agrippa do? Ifin this view we lose a practical 
lesson which hundreds of preachers have drawn,—a tip for 
the arrow of conviction which has been blessed in the hands 
of many gospel archers,—there is surely much given us, not 
less impressive and useful. 


The picture of a man almost consenting, and then finally 
and forever drawing back from the call of God, has a startling 
vividness to us; but how much more may we be startled by 
the sight of one on whom the eloquence of the great apostle, 
with the power of the Holy Ghost in it, has no effect at all. 
It is awful that one should give a half-welcome to the Divine 
Visitor, and then should cast him out: is it not more awful 
that there shouldbe no acknowledgment of his presence? Do 
not the possibilities in human nature reveal themselves most 
terribly, when we see a human being unmoved by the stor 
of the cross? Is there in the universe anything more dread- 
ful than the unbroken composure of a sinful soul? Agrippa 
represents the multitudes, for whom the death of the Son of 
God is mere foolishness. Surely, if we should tremble any 
where, it is in the presence of stolidity like this. Surely, if 
any cate is wretched, it is that of him to whom Christ is 
nothing, for whom the Old Testament has no meaning and 
the message of the New no force, because he is of the earth, 
earthy. Here is the terrible thing in sin,—that it deadens 
men. The lesson Agrippa teaches us is a deeper one even 
than the danger of resisting a particular influence. He had 
so yielded himself up to himself, the impulses to good and to 
God had been so thrust back within him, his life was so 
entirely a life of worldliness and moral feebleness, that the 
galvanometer which Paul applied could detect no electric 
movement in it. For a condition like this, human art has no 
remedy. The sense of powerlessness it awakens in the heart 
of the Christian can find relief only in the apostle’s cry, “ | 
would to God!” 





WORK AND WORKERS. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


New Hampshire, State, at Nashua November 5-7 
New Jersey, State, at Paterson... November 13-15 











NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


{Information whereby this directory may be made more complete 
is specially desired.] - 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday evening, in the Y. M, ©. A. Class-room, 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3 p.m., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons, 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. m., in Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all in Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. C, A. Parlor, 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
p. M., in the First Presbyterian Church, 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 


evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 


- 


Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4p. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8 p.m, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m, inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Dayton, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 7.30 
p. m., in the Y. M. C. A, Parlor. 


Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3 r.™., inthe Y. M.C, A. Hall. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 pe. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 


evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 


Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 


Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m., 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3to4 p.m.; both in the Y, M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by Mr. B, F. Jacobs. 


Burlington, lowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 


Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 
OCTOBER MEETING. 
Although the day of meeting was rainy, several strangers 
were present. The news received presented some features 
of more than ordinary interest. 


> 
SPAIN 


Mr. Eugene Ruppert writes from Madrid that he is 
much pleased with donations sent him by the Society. 
The Sunday-school meets in Calatravas Street, and is sup- 
plied with teachers from the day-school; its sessions are 
held in a new chapel, and it seems to be in a flourishing 
condition. At the Sunday-school in Valleo, the interest- 


ing sight may be seen of a blind father who comes with his 
three children to the school. 

Signor L. M. Astral, of Carminas, sends heartfelt thanks 
for the Sunday-school paper, which has been productive of 
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great good. The children commit the articles contained in 
it to memory, and repeat them to Romish children as well 
as to their parents and other friends; thus the truth is 
widely spread. Villa Franca is Signor Astral’s summer 
parish. They have ngither missionaries nor funds there, 
but all are very poor. His wife directs both day and 
Sunday-schools. 

Signor Empetaz continues to hold weekly teachers’- 
meetings. He describes an interesting order of exercises 
in his school. The children recite the golden texts and the 
blackboard is largely used; the attendance has increased. 
A preaching station has been opened at Montserat, with a 
Sunday-school of fifty children attached, conducted by 
@ young evangelist, 

The school at Barcelona has a library of one hundred 
volumes, only two or three of which are useful for children. 
Signor Empetaz intends to add some, but not solely of a 
religious character ; for by introducing good secular books 
into the community he hopes to counteract a widely pre- 
vailing taste for pernicious literature. 

Mr. Fliedner wants electrotypes for the paper, and says 
he finds it very difficult to get hymns printed. Mr. 
Stuart, of Lisbon, desires a grant of music for the Portu- 
guese paper. He has had great success in his Sunday- 
school, the scholars being so numerous that he is forced to 
separate them into four divisions meeting at different hours, 
in order to accommodate them in the same building. 

Miss Ella Kuhe writes from Brazil that her field of 
work, Santa Clara, is an interesting one with a fruitful 
soil, although superstition prevails among women, who wor- 
ship saints and have many in their own houses, She hopes 
soon to, open a girls’ school. Ata small church, at San 
Carlos, eleven persons were recently received into com- 
munion, among whom were an old man, who had been 
convinced by a Bible-reader, his children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchild, These people destroyed their idols— 
saints—before their neighbors, who were rendered less 


superstitious by the fact that one saint was found full of 
cockroaches, 
ITALY. 

Giovanni Santucci, of Poggio Mirteto, has removed from 
San Francisco to this place in consequence of the persecu- 
tion of Popish priests. By this persecution they not only 
lost respect and ground among the inhabitants of the place, 
but the Bishop instigated the burning of the chapel of 
San Francisco, which causes the Protestants some incon- 
venience, “All the scholars from San Francisco,” says 
the writer, “come every Sunday to our school at Poggio ; 
and as the number is very large, we have been obliged to 
adopt the American method and have separate classes, 
attended to by different teachers. The number of scholars 
is two hundred and fourteen, with an average attendance 
of two hundred ; but this is not all. My presence here has 
produced so strong an impression that the people confide 
to me a large number of little ones of from four to six years 
of age for instruction. This has led to the formation of a 
school for infants which is composed of sixty-nine children. 
Who would ever have thought that the Sunday-school of 
this place could have produced such an effect upon the 
people? ‘These children sing their hymns, recite their 
lessons, and answer to all questions so well, that at the end 
of the school we often see hard men with tears in their 
eyes.” He thus describes his persecution: “A band of 
Catholics, organized by the Bishop, attempted three times 
to kill me; first I was wounded on my left shoulder with 
a dagger, but managed with my wife’s help to disarm the 
assasin, who was held by us untilhelpcame, Again, while 
in the pulpit preaching, three revolver shots were fired at 
me ; but, thanks to God, I received no injury. This very 
month, one evening they fired a bomb through the window 
of my house. It fell on my children’s bed, but did not 
explode. Two detectives now accompany me. We ask for 
your prayers as we pray for you.” 

GERMANY. 


L. 8. Zahberer, of Kircheim, sends thanks for remem- 
brances and gifts sent by Society, with which new books 
have been purchased. Miss Rosenthal, of Elberfeld, says 
her school is in its customary progressive condition. She 
sees the workings of the Holy Spirit evidenced in the case 
of a bad boy changed. A new order has been issued that 
no collections for Sunday-schools can be solicited without 
special governmental permission. This was obtained, and 
one hundred and ninety children were collecting funds for 
the Christmas tree. George Miller had been visiting the 
school, and had much interested them. 

HUNGARY. 

Mr. Binder, of Crohnstadt, described the good condition 
of a Sunday-school established by Mr. Morse in 1874. 
Similar good reports come for Mr. Rottmay of Klausen- 
burg. Many children come, but more teachers are needed. 
One pupil may soon become a teacher. Miss Pick, at 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





(Vol. X1X., No. 44. 








Lemberg, has a school with three teachers ; the clergyman 
was opposed at first to this work, but is now reconciled. 
A Christmas tree is given to the children every year, with 
gifts for each. ‘The school has a library and distributes 
papers. 

FRANCE, 

Héléne Marvel writes from Montivilier of ‘a school there 
which meets only once a fortnight. She wants Sunday- 
school papers and assistance. Rachel Chantrance, at 
Orchie, has a school of from twenty to twenty-five chil- 
dren. It meets every Sunday, and is taught by two young 
ladies, who ask not for money, but for prayers. 

AFRICA, 


Hamilton Short, Esq., writes from Cape Town, Africa, 
that he decided to carry out our American system of 
Sunday-schools, but had difficulty in obtaining suitable 
books. He finally got the Old Bailey helps and began the 
International Lessons, and now wants helps for infant 
classes. It was decided to send him Mrs. Crafts’s new 
Infant Teachers’ Magazine. There are many schools in 
Africa, but no union between them, each denomination 
working in its own way. In his school, girls are placed on 
one side, boys on the other, while blacks and whites are 
mingled indiscriminately. The French committee also 
received letters from 

RUSSIA AND INDIA. 


Mr. C. P. Hard, of Madras, has a Sunday-school, half of 
which is native, and uses the Tamil language. It is 
desired to publish a Tamil magazine, for which plates, etc., 
are needed. All who come to the school address the 
natives, crowds of both men and women standing around 
to listen. Many European residents assist as teachers. 
A tract society has been founded, and it works well. 
Prizes are given from time to time. 

TURKEY, 

Mr. Knapp, missionary of the American Board, has been’ 
for nineteen years in Bitlis. A church was organized in 
1875 with one hundred and fifty members. There are 
sixteen village stations, a Sunday-school and daily Bible 
readings. An evangelical society has been organized. 
One hundred copies of International question books, 
besides Bibles and hymn books, are asked for. The Society 
postponed the appropriation of funds to this purpose until 
further news comes, as it is feared Mr. Knapp’s mission 
has been deatroyed by the war. 

CHINA, 

Mr. Farnham, of Shanghai,says: ‘“ TheChild’s Paper is 
becoming very popular. Twelve hundred copies have been 
sent into the province of Shen Li; the gospel is thuscarried 
into the heart of China. A new cylinder press has just 
arrived, and the property has become so important that it 
would be very desirable to form a board in the form of a 
Chinese Sunday-school Union to hold the presses and other 
property, and carry on the work more widely.” 

The Society listened to a few words of address from Mr. 
Pitkin, a missionary in Brazil. The present officers were 
re-elected, and it was decided to hold the anniversary at 
Dr. Cayler’s Church, Brooklyn, on October 28. Appro- 
priations for the month to Italy, $20.00; Spain, $35.00 ; 
China, $50.00; Japan, $50.00; other fields, $45.00. The 
total disbursements for the year amount to $4,243 38. 


MORAVIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL CON- 
VENTION. 
BY A DELEGATE. 

A very gratifying and encouraging sign of the times 
was the holding, on October 10 and 11, of a convention 
of the Sunday-school workers of the Second and First 
Districts of the Moravian Church. It was the first event 
of the kind in this ancient denomination, though from the 
great interest shown in it, no less than from the practical 
character of the addresses and discussions, it is evident 


Among others were discussed such vital subjects as The 
Sunday-school and church extension, How to fill existing 
schools, How to start new schools as the neuclei of future 
churches, Districting the territory, and Missionary visita- 
tion. Teachers’ helps were discussed, and it. was found 
that next to the lesson expositions in The Moravian, those 
of The Sunday School Times are most valued and used in 
the schools of this denomination. Class teaching, Methods 
of teaching, Sunday-school prayer-meetings, The library, 
Visitation, and other equally important topics, were very 
fully treated. 

The Convention closed with a children’s gathering on 
Thursday evening, in which the scholars of the school at 
Lititz contributed a large share of the entertainment by 
their sweet singing. Several addresses were delivered, 
and services of a farewell character to the good and hospi- 
table people of the place, who had so freely entertained the 
numérous delegates. The next convention is to meet at 
Nazareth, Penn., in August, 1878. 





A MODEL COUNTY CONVENTION. 
BY THE REY. J. L. HURLBUT. 


First. It began on time. There was no “ little behind- 
hand” anywhere to be found. At two o'clock precisely, 
the President called the Convention to order, though there 
were not more than forty people present, about one-tenth 
of the number present an hour afterward. The programme 
did not pause for the tardy delegates, but marched onward 
through all its appointed exercises. At the evening session, 
the church was well filled at the opening, and crowded at 
the culminating point,—that is, just before the collec- 
tion. 

Secondly. Every person whose name was printed for 
any service in the meeting was on hand and fulfilled his 
part. There were no excuses for absent speakers, and 
even the minor partakers in the programme were duly at 
their posts for action. Not always does it happen that ten 
men appointed and announced for speeches of various 
length, from three to thirty minutes, are all present, and 
prepared to do their work without apology; but so it 
happened at our county convention last week. 

Thirdly. The programme was carried out to the letter. 
There were no omissions, and no changes in the order of 
exercises. The printed circular would serve for a precise 
record of the convention and its work. 

Fourthly. The “ minute work” was done expeditiously. 
There were no debates over trifles, no long-winded reports, 
no dreary statistics. The business was transacted quietly 
and quickly, but none the less thoroughly ; so that nearly 
all the time was left to the golden-mouthed orators, with 


their words of inspiration and instruction for the assembled 
workers, 


Fifthly. There was a very general representation from 
the Sunday-schools of the county. A majority of them 
sent delegations more or less numerous, from an individual 
to a wagon-load, and all looked as if they were enjoying 
themselves. The general interest throughout the county is 
largely due to the President, who is not an honorary figure- 
head, but the life and soul of the association, giving all his 
Sundays to the business of stirring up the various schools, 
acquainted with almost everybody in the county, and 
thoroughly devoted to the work. 


Sixthly. The speakers—ahem !—fulfilled their part 
ereditably. There were none very long, and none very 
dull. We will not mention the name of the one who set 
all the rest the bad example (which too many, alas! followed) 
of overrunning his time “ just a little ;” for we are afraid 
he might not get invited to speak anywhere else afterwards, 
There was one good brother who talked just five times the 
length of his allowance; but, after all, his speech lasted 
only fifteen minutes, and was very enjoyable. In the- 
afternoon there were addresses by the Rev. A. P. Foster, on 
“The Sunday-school Teacher a Pastor;” by the Rev. J. L.. 





that the great work of the church in its Sunday-school is 
not held in light esteem nor carried on in a slow or 
unskillful manner, 

The Convention met in the quaint and lovely village of | 
Lititz, one of the earliest settlements of the Moravians in | 
this country, and well known everywhere for its famous | 


springs. The Rev. H. A. Brickenstein, principal of Linden | 


Hall Seminary for young ladies, was chosen chairman of | 
the Convention, and the Rev. Charles Kremer, of Phila- 
delphia, secretary. A commendable feature of the exercises 
was that nearly every address was short and practical. | 
Even the reports of the various superintendents were not 
allowed to exceed six minutes each. There was not one 
of those “set speeches” which so often waste the time of , 
like gatherings, but nearly every one present contributed 
some thought, or some experience, and in the end each had | 
gathered a fund of new ideas and precious knowledge. 


Hurlbut, on “ The Trained Workman ;” by the Rey. W.. 
Westerfield, on “ The Teacher's Preparation ;” by the Rev. 
G. B. Vosburgh, on “His Work ;” by the Rev. J. Reid), 


on “His Example ;” and in the evening, a “ Practical Talk 


to Sunday-school Teachers,” by the Rev. Dr. David 
Inglis, of Brooklyn ; besides short remarks and discussions 
in which various speakers participated. 


Seventhly. “ Between the acts’ there was generous 
collation, served in the lecture-room by the ladies of the 
church wherein the Convention was held. These Sunday- 
school fellows do eat,—especially at a free lunch,—and a 
vast amount of sandwiches, coffee, and cake (of the latter 
about a dozen varieties—I state from observation, not 
from experience) was transferred from the tables to the 
conventioners in a remarkably short space of time. 

N. B.—The aforesaid convention was that of Hudson 
County, N. J., held Thursday, October 18, in the Bergen 
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presidency of Mr. R. R. Green, of Hoboken. 


THE EVANGELISTS IN NEW ENGLAND. 


While at work in Boston last winter, Mr. Moody con- 
ceived the idea of spending this winter in New England, 
giving one month each to such of the states as were ready 
for it. During the summer, invitations to Baltimore, 
Washington, Cincinnati, and other points, were pressed upon 
him. In Cincinnati, one gentleman offered to fit up a 
building and defray all the expenses of the meetings. In 
carrying out this plan of work, Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
called to their help Major Whittle and Mr. McGranahan, 
Mr. Needham, Mr. Cato, and Mr. Moorhouse. Mr. 
McGranahan has taken Mr. Bliss’s place with Major Whittle, 
and Mr. Cato accompanies Mr. Needham, Mr. Sankey 
spending part of his time with Mr. Moody, and part with 
Mr. Moorhouse. Mr. Thomas 
arrangement for all the meetings. 

The work began in Vermont on Sunday, November 7, 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey taking hold in Burlington. At 
the early morning meeting the church was crowded, and 
again in the afternoon every available spot was filled, and 
many went away unable to get in at night. An overflow 
meeting was held, conducted by Mr. Sankey and the 
ministers. During the week the noonday meeting grew in 
size, and after the first week an afternoon meeting was 
also held. The night audiences were very large, and the 
number of inquirers increased, showing that the meetings 
were reiching the people. 

Major Whittle and Mr. McGranahan began in Rutland. 
At the early morning meeting a large audience was 
present, and in the afternoon and night the church was 
full. The early morning prayer during the week was well 
attended, and each evening the church was well tilled. On 
the second Sunday, a meeting for men only was held, the 
church being full; at the same time, a meeting for women 
was held elsewhere. During the week four daily services 
are held, a morning prayer-meeting, a Bible-reading, a 
young peoplée’s meeting, and a gospel mass-meeting. Quite 
a large number have presented themselves as inquirers. 

Mr. Needham and Mr. Cato beganin Bennington. Their 
opening Sunday services were each very large, and the first 
night some fifty arose for prayer. The town is districted, 
and a regular house-to-house visitation has been inaugu- 
rated. Meetings are being held all through the neighbor- 
hood, and the inquiry-room has been well filled. 

Mr. Moorhouse, assisted by Mr. Sankey, has just begun 
in St. Johnsbury. Mr. Cree is now in New Hampshire 
arranging for the meetings to begin in that state on Sunday, 
November 4. Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey will then begin 
in Manchester, Mr. Needham and Mr. Cato in Concord. A 
number of invitations have been received for other places, 
but it has not yet been decided when work will begin in any 
of them. 


K. Cree has the general 


ANOTHER SEMI-CENTENNIAL. 


Another Boston church, the Clarendon Street Baptist, 
has just celebrated its semi-centennial. The memorial 
service was held on Sunday, October 21. Beautiful floral 
decorations covered the pulpit platform and its surround- 
ings, the names of the pastors of the church, in the order 
of their pastorates, Malcom, Ide, Nott, Hague, Stowe, and 
Gordon, appearing conspicuously wrought in flowers. Be- 
fore the address at the morning service, a collection of over 
$800.00 was taken up, which sum paid off all the remaining 
indebtedness of the church, permitting it to go forth unen- 
cumbered upon its second half-century. Only five of the 
original members of the church are known to be living, 
and all these were present at the morning service. 

The historical address was delivered by the pastor, the 
Rev. A. J. Gordon. He founded his address on the 
command, “ Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year.” (Lev. 25: 
10.) The work of each pastor was briefly sketched, and the 
chief incidents of the church history. The Sunday-school 
enjoyed its celebration in the afternoon. The present super- 
intendent, Mr. Eben Shute, the first superintendent of 
the school, Deacon John Putnam, and others, addressed the 
school. 

At the evening service the Rev. Dr. Rollin H. Neale 
spoke upon “ Reminiscences of the Boston Pulpit for Fifty 
Years.” The ministers of the Baptist and other denomina- 
tions, who have been prominent in Boston during the 
half-century, were genially reviewed in this address. Of 
them as a whole, he said, as reported in the Boston Journal : 

The ministers of Boston, I am happy to say, of all denominations, 
have been distinguished for their Christian courtesy. They have 
an experience very much in common, and certainly ought to be 
kind to one another. An outsider, looking in upon the Episcopal 
Convention now having its session in our city, might think those 
dignified men of the surplice and bands had very little sympathy 





with other ministers and churches. But they have, I see, trials, 
like the rest of us, grave difficulties and petty annoyances, and, I 
hope, as many comforts. However men may differ outwardly, 
they are more alike at heart than we imagine. And their better 
nature is developed by a kindly and confiding spirit. 


Dr. Neale’s address was followed by one from Professor 
Heman Lincoln, of Newton Theological Seminary, who 
spoke upon the history of Boston Baptists during fifty 
years. In sketching their growth, he said: 

Since the church was founded, the growth of the denomination 
has been extraordinary—in the city from 4 churches to 21, in the 
State from 153 churches to 289, and in the country from less than 
500,000 members to 2,000,000. At the same rate of growth for the 
next three centuries the number of Baptist members would equal 
to the large 
This church has sent out nearly 
as many as were to be found in all our churches when it was 
organized, He .alluded to the singular harmony in the church 
from its origin, with perfect freedom of opinion, but the freedom 
always ruled by love for the whole body. 


the whole population of the land. He referred 


increase of educated ministers. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


———<— 
THE NOVEMBER MAGAZINES. 


Harper's Magazine never falls below a certain level of 
excellence, but it does not rise far above it this month. As 
usual, most of the illustrated articles are sketches of travel, 
Mr. H. W. Elliott’s reminiscenses of ten years’ life in Alaska 
being the most valuable, and Mrs. Spofford’s on San Antonio, 
Texas, the most interesting. Nothing else rises above the 
level of magazine padding save Mrs. General Fremont’s 
paper called “A Year of American Travel,” in which she 
narrates her experiences in what thirty years ago was the 
Far West, but is now a densely populated region in the 
middle of the country. She will write a series on the sub- 
ject which promises to be as brilliant and readable as any- 
thing the magazine contains. Mr. Longfellow will have a 
long poem in next month’s number.——Scribner’s Monthly 
contains the first chapters of a new Indiana novel by Edward 
Eggleston, which promises well, and is finely illustrated by 
a new artist, Mr. Walter Shirlaw. John Burroughs’s wood- 
land paper called “A Bed of Boughs” is an essay full of the 
forest's breath———‘The Federal Language” is the happy 
title Mr. Richard Grant White applies, in The Galaxy, to the 
English language as spoken in the United States. But it 
would be about as proper to speak of the British dialect, for 
English has fewer varieties and provincialisms in this country 
than in Great Britain itself———In Lippincott’s are several 
interesting articles: Mr. Will Wallace Harney writing of a 
Kentucky duel; Lady Murphy on Chester, England, lately 
celebrated in Eugene Rimmer’s volume; and T. Adolphus 
Trollope, one of the most agreeable of writers, on Baden. A 
poem by Epes Sargent is so bad that it half reconciles the 
reader to the infrequent appearance of a writer who is really 
one of our best lyric poets——-The Atlantic Monthly almost 
always gives us a poor November number, in preparation 
for its brilliant December and January issues; and this 
month’s is no exception to the rule. Professor Lounsbury, of 
the Sheffield Scientific School, continues his exposure of some 
familiar myths about Chaucer; 8. G. W. Benjamin, a faithful 
writer, begins a short series on Portugal; and G. P. Lathrop 
writes an essay, adorned with marvelous adjectives, on De 
Quincey. The best thing in the number is a poem by 
Whittier, on a seventeenth-century episode in the Old South 
Church, Boston. Appletons’ Journal presents a solid and 
valuable article on defunct American magazines, by E. L. 
Burlingame, who writes with much variety of information 
and with a good critical apprehension of the periodicals 
he commemorates. Julian Hawthorne writes well about 
Wimbledon, the English volunteer headquarters. “ The 
Game Knut Played” is an excellent poem by Dr. Thomas 
Dunn English, accompanied by a fine illustration ——P otter’s 
American Monthly offers a light miscellany, most of the 
articles being written in newspaper style, and none calling 
for special notice——-In The Popular Science Monthly is 
begun a series on the steam-engine, by R. H. Thurston, which 
promises to have no little interest. The Eclectic’s embel- 
lishment is a well-engraved portrait of Ex-President Hopkins, 
which, however, fails to do justice to his pleasant expression 
of face. Its list includes articles by Goldwin Smith, J. A. 
Froude, and The Country Parson. The National Reposi 
tory has a good article on Liberia, and some carefully written 
essays on current themes in the editorial departments ——— 
The children will vote St. Nicholas a splendid number, and 
so it is. There are no less than twenty-two articles, of 
which that on home-made Christmas gifts is alone enough to 
keep busy fingers at work for the next two months.—— Wide 
Awake, too, is excellent, and we will particularly mention 
Harry J. Barnes’ directions how to make owls out of peanuts, 
and R. H. Stoddard’s account of Edmund C. Stedman and his 
home. Finally, may we, without discourtesy, hint to 
magazine editors that the public is quite tired of the too 
frequent appearance of certain industrious and entertaining 




















writers of the second and third class? We need not mention 
their names, for we do not wish to decry their respectable 
merits; but when one gentleman appears in four magazines 
of the same month, and another in three, it is enough to sug- 
gest that their zeal overtops the public appreciation thereof. 





The True Tabernacle. A Series of Lectures on the Jewish 
Tabernacle, Illustrated. By George C. Needham. Philadel- 
phia: Published for the Author—The elaborate ritual of the 
Mosaic economy was the third great step in the religious 
education of God’s chosen people. The fundamental truths of 
salvation were set forth in a manner best adapted to fasten 
them in man’s whole nature, a method whose broad and 
permanent advantages are not generally understood or appre- 
ciated. Abstract statements of truth are by themselves in- 
operative ; truth must become a fact, and must be apprehended 
as such, before it can become life. It would have availed 
nothing to formulate the doctrine of the atonement until the 
atonement was made. The Epistle to the Romans is possible 
only after the atonement, salvation, and justification had been 
incarnated, embodied, experienced, and lived. And as men 
must be taught something of the nature of an atoning sacrifice 
before the fullness of time when the great sacrifice was possible, 
resort was necessarily had to the sensuous symbols of the 
Levitical code. Not to the intelligence alone did these 
minister. The deep emotions resulting from the reception of 
the truths they taught were intensified by the form of teaching, 
as Southey says, speaking of Laud, “ He began his address in 
that state of calm but deepest feeling when the mind seeks 
for fancies, types, and dim similitudes, and extracts from them 
consolation and strength.” That there is very much in these 
types andsymbols that eludes investigation is certain; nothing 
could more effectually make the spiritual long for a clearer 
light yet to come, and convince those who most valued the 
old dispensation that it was only temporary and preparatory. 
[t is also certain that the ceremonial service was to men then 
what it is now—vastly more to some than to others; the 
spiritual eye discerning what was all invisible toa duller 
vision. Ofthe Levitical cultuws the Tabernacle was the centre. 
It was God’s dwelling-place on earth, God's meeting-place 
with man. Its complex symbolism embodied the most 
precious truths of revelation, none of them fully comprehended 
while the Tabernacle stood, perhaps not even yet appre- 
hended by men of the divinest insight. We have a pro- 
found sense of the importance of the study of the Mosaic 
ritual as a guide to the interpretation of the doctrinal system 
of the New Testament, and we wélcome every aid in this 
direction. The neglect of this portion of Scripture has been 
the fruitful parent of error. Mr. Needham has given us a 
book which, as might be expected, is marked by a devout and 
reverent spirit. He lays no claim to originality, but sets 
forth in a clear and practical manner the received truths of 
redemption. It aims to enkindle and nurture a devotional 
spirit, and those who have no access to more elaborate works 
will find in this little volume much to interest and profit. 
(12mo, pp. 142. Cloth.) 

Notes and Sketches of an Architect in the Northwest of 
Europe. By Felix Narjoux. Boston: James R. Osgood and 
Company.--This is a volume of 442 good-sized and well-printed 
pages, and contains no less than 214 illustrations. That it 
can be sold for three dollars is due to the heliotype process of 
its publishers, which is especially successful in the reproduc- 
tion of photographs and outline sketches, these illustrations 
being the latter. The book is a valuable and suggestive one, 
its text is readable and interesting, and its pictures area 
delightful set of representations, ranging from a cathedral 
to a bracket. House-builders and trustees of hospitals will 
also find serviceable hints. M. Narjoux went through the 
most romantic part of Europe, architecturally considered, 
with quick eyes and a ready pencil; and here we have the 
gatherings of his tour. The book is translated by John 
Peto. (16mo, pp. 442. Cloth, $3.00.) 


Samuel Brohl and Company. From the French of M. 
Cherbuliez. New York: D. Appleton and Company.—This 
novel is the first installment of a “Collection of Foreign 
Authors,” a series designed by the publishers to give selections 
from the “ better current light literature” of Continental 
Europe. It is the Frenchiest of French novels. We have, 
of course, a perfect plot, highly dramatic action, a vivacious 
style plentifully adorned with hyperbole and exclamation 
posts, a virtuous horror of all kinds of vice whatever, and, 
of course also, at least one or two vices of a sufficiently 
revolting character are turned over and dissected, and finally 
dismissed with a sorrowful melodramatic scorn. (16mo, pp. 
271, Paper, 60 cents.) 


Moore's Forge. New York: Robert Carter and Brothers. 
—The authors of the Win and Wear Series, has essayed a 
new departure in this thoughtful volume, which appeals to 
all Christian workers. A young married couple go to live 
in a wild and lawless region in the heartof the Adirondacks. 
They are aware of its character before they choose it as their 
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home, but the husband means to carry on his 
business in the fear of the Lord ,and his beau- 
tifal wife is thoroughly sympathetic with his 
purposes, Of course they meet with discour- 
agements, but in the end Moore's Forge is 
Christianized, and rum is driven out. The 
book is very attractive in shape, typography, 
and binding. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


As books received will be pent noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice,] 


Favorite Porms. By Thomas Campbell. 
Pocket Series.) 32mo, pp. 95. 
Boston: James R. Onagood & Co. 
sen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Favorite Poems. By Robert Herrick. (Vest-Pocket 
Series.) 32me, pp. 96. Cloth, 50 cents. Boston: 
James R, Osgood & Co, (Claxton, Remsen, & 
Haffeifinger.) 


(Vest- 
Cloth, 50 cents. 
(Claxton, Rem- 


Cuaracteristics. By Thomas Carlyle. (Vest-Pocket 
Series, 32mo, pp. 96. Cloth. 50 cents. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co, (Claxton, Remsen, & 
Haffelfinger.) 


Scattrer, By Thomas Carlyle. (Vest-Pocket 
Series.) 32mo, pp. 80. Cloth, 50 cents. Boston: 
James R. Usgood & Co. (Claxton, Remsea, «& 
Haffelfinger, 

One YEAR Aproap. By the author of “One Sum- 
mer.” 16mo, pp. 247. Cloth, $1.25. Boston: 


James R. Osgood & Co, 
Haffelfinger.) 


A Counrerrert Preseytment. By W. D. Howells. 
16mo, pp. 155. Cloth, $1.25, Boston: James R. 
Osgood & Co. (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Desertep Jessie; or, A Girl without a Name. By 


Mar B. Pie. War 16mo, pp. 330, Cloth, $1.25. New 
Yor ard, 160 ecenn Street. 


(Claxton, Remsen, & 


BUSINESS DEPARTMEN T. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sundqy School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 24,900 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. 

See special notice to Sunday-school 
workers and scholars in another page. 








Sze splendid offer of { Railway and United 
States Government lands, in another column. 

Tue “ Food for the Senha" published at 
Springfield, Ill., by Edwin A. Wilson, is one 
of the best little papers issued in this coun- 
try, if the kind words spoken for it by very 
many of the dear friends who have charge of 
the little folks in our Sunday-schools mean 
anything. 





Ir you wish to cure your cough, use Spen- 
cer’s Chloramine Pastilles. Druggists all sell 
them. Principal Depot, 107 North Ninth 
Street, Philadelphia. Send 10 cents for 
sample box. Johnson, Holloway & Co., 
Special Agents, Philadelphia. 


Proressor P. W, Beprorp having accepted 
an invitation to give one of his evening 
entertainments in Philadelphia about the 
middle of November, would be glad to 
arrange for the evenings of 13th or 15th. 
Address P. O, Box 1738, New York. See 
advertisement in S. 8. Times of Oct. 20, 


—_— 


Misston Banps and workers will find 
“Daughters of Armenia,” by Mrs. C. H. 
Wheeler, a capital book, giving information |’ 
respecting their work among the heathen, 
and greatly enlarging their views of what 
must be done for women in heathen lands, 
Published by the American Tract Society, 
New York. Price 90c., postage 8c. Deposi- 
tory, 1512 Chestnut St., Phila. 


THE attention of the readers of this paper 
is called to the announcement, on another 
page, of five new books just published by that 
enterprising young publisher, William B. 
Mucklow, 42nd Street and Madison Avenue, 
New York City. He believes in letting the 
Christian public know all about his books 
before they buy, and a perusal of his adver- 
tisement will give both pleasure and profit. 
Ina literary pointof view they are far above 
the average. Good success is deserved for 
* The Beauties of Herbert;” “The Temple 


of Pleasure ; or, Seeing Life ;” “ Coral and 
Christian; or, The Children’s Pilgrim’s 


Progress ;” “Ecce Regnum;” and “The 
ns inti of Life.” sa 


SPECIAL NOTCES. 





Two CHromos Free—A pair of beautiful 6x8 
Chromos, worthy to adorn any home, and a three 
months’ subscription to LEISURE HOURS, a hand- 
some 16 page literary paper, filled with the choicest 
stories, sketches, poetry, etc., sent free to all send- 
ing fifteen cents (stamps taken) to pay postage, 
The publishers, J, L. Patten & Co., 162 William 8t., 
N. Y., guarantee every one Double Value of money 
sent, Newsdealers sell LEISURE HOURs, price 
seven cents, 








EDUCATIONAL. 


HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 


DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 


An institution where boys receive a judicious 
Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 
very low. For eatalo ues, address 

F. DONL! SAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 

EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great Barrington, 

Mass. A superior Family School for young boys 

in Southern Berkshire, Ample grounds, gymnasium, 

thorough instruction, kind care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 

JAMES BIRD, A. M.,, Principal. 


OME mee Pen rove LADIES, 
H ut Street, Philadelphia 
advantages , ie ; “taanake education, For 


circulars, ad 
J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 











REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea 
side Lng for —_ — On direct route from 
New York to Bosto ‘or catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. 1. 


ge WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best advantages in ana Science, Lan- 

guages, Fey. and Music. 

REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 








LASSICAL INSTITUTE, NO, 247 SOUTH THIR- 
teenth St., Pe ante Duties resumed Sep- 
tember 10th. J W RES, D.D., Principal. 





Minder MUSIC SEMINARY for Young 
Ladies. Established 1863 For catalogues 
address Professor D 8S. BABCOCK, 

East Haddam, Midalesex Co., Coma. 





EEKSKILL(N. Y.) MILITARY ACADEMY. Send 
P for Illustrated Circular, 40 pages, giving detaile. 








> R. GEISSLER, 

~ (Late foreman of J. & R. Lamb,) 
152 Bleecker Street, N. Y., 
Bleecker St. cars pass the door. 


aker 0 
CHURCH AND HOUSEHOLD 
ART FURNiTURE, 
8.8. Banners and Embiems. 


| OE 
ve on) 

See Catalogue of Church Furni- 

ture 15 cents, post-paid. 


CARES ror tHe POOR, 
Keefer. Kiss me, but 
Don't say Good-by, Rut- 


ledge. (The latest popu- 
lar song.) My Heart is 
True, Danks. She's Dreaming of fhe Angels, Esta- 
brooke. Lottie Bell, Gilbert. Bulgarian Grand 
March; Sea Flower Mazurka; Scythia Waltz. All 
these 8 new 3- -page pieces, for Piano or Organ are 
in Nov. No.of MUSICAL HOURS for 25¢c. Try i 
6 months and obtain music worth $16.80 for 75c, (in 
eash or stamps). G. W, Richardson & Co., 256 
Washington St., Boston. 
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R. WARNE 
HEALTH CURSET, 


wien —* supporter and self-adjust- 
—— for beauty, 
~~ 4 ona cones Approved by all 
Re de sicians. sale by lead leading mer- 
chants. sien ox any size, by mail. 
% In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
*& Hy Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 

1,00. 
WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N. Y. 
BIBL swers, pertaining to Scripture 
persons, places, and things swith facts and figures 
and ready reference tables. a N.Y. City 8.8 
Superintendent, pee Seetnet on by Rev. J. H. 


Vincent, D.D, ages. $1.40. Agents wanted, 
,E. B, TREAT Publ sine, 805 Broadway, New York. 








CURIOSITIES. Three Thou- 
sand Prize Questions and An- 





OR SALE.—Established Dry Goods business in 

one of the picest large towns in Ohio ; two rail- 

roads, three newspapers, female seminary, "excellent 

public schools, churches, &c. Stock low and in good 

Good opening fora good man, Address, 
. C. TISDEL, PatnesviLts, Ono, 





ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, 140 pages, 10 cents. 






BOOK or LANTERN LECTURES 20 cents. 


Bh 2 FAMILY Sete 
S. Wittsercen, Propr., 





283 North Second St.. Phila.. Ps 


NEO BLUE > 


oo LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, 13c. 40 
in case, 13c. 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, 0c. 
Ag’ts outfit, l0e. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn. 


40 EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name, 
l0cts., post-paid. L. JONES &CO., Nassau, N.Y, 








THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers Bibles 


May be had at the following 


PRICES. 
Peart 24mo0 Eprrion, 544x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers_..-__--------..-.~ $1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers.....--- 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers......-........ 2.25 
Turkey Morocao, flexible or stiff covers..___.. 2.75 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_... 5.08 
Postage nine cents extra. 
Nonpareit 16m0 Eprrion, 644x4 in. 


French Morocco, stiff covers_.......--~-...--~- $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_------------.- 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers____.- 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minton 8vo Eprtton, 734x544 in, 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_-----------~~ $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, ‘stiff or flexible covers.__..._- 5.50 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 8.00 
Postage eighteen cents extra, 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 


Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 

l ° 

3s THOMAS NELSON & SONS, ~ 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y, 





THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-B 


C ROSES, suitable for Ss 
sple 





BLOOM. cen safely by mail postpaid, 5 
varieties, your choice, all labeled, for $15 12 for $25 
19 for $3; 26 for $4; 35 for $5. For 10 cents each 
additional, one Magnificent Premium Rose 
toev ery dollar’ s worth ordered. Send forour NEW 
GUIDE TO ROSE CULTUR and choose 
from over 300 finest sorts. We make Rosesa Great 
Specialty, and are the largest Rose-growers in Amer- 
ica. Refer to 100,000 customers in the United States 
and Canada THE DINGEE & CONARD COQ., 
Ross&-GkOWERS, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 


C- MERINO SKIRTS. A FEW LEFT. 
2! Heavy fine Cotton Flannel, 614, 10 to 124e. 
Fine Soft Wool Flannel, 1% 18, B to 75¢. 
Children’s Colored Hose, 6, 8, 1244 to 50c. pair. 
Fine Merino Hose, 25 to ‘Boe. ; worth doub'e. 
Ladies’ Merino \ ests, v5c. to $1, regular made. 
Men’s fine Merino Shirts, re ular cuff, 31e. 
Children’s Merino Shirts and Pants, 16, 25 to 50c. 
Damask Table Linens, double width, 28 to 50c. 
Pearl Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2, 12% to 25c. doz. 
Hamburg maging: jr let, 5, 12% to 25. 
100 yd. Spool Silk, bik., 6e. spool, 600. doz. 
Colored Spool Silk, 25e. doz., 3c. speol, 


OWEN EVANS? (Zeap Store, 


128 NORT NORTH EIGH TH STREET, door bel. Cherry. 


If COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten day: s” 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. Uy p- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ inston * 


ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, N. 
BIND YOUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 


And other Periodicals with the 


NEW WIRE NEWSPAPER BINDER. 


One sent by mail, postage paid, for 25 cents; or 
two for 45 cents. (Mention the length desired.) 


AGENTS WANTED. 
Illustrated oy «A of Wire Novelties 


























Address, 


H. B. VAN EPS, Peoria, Tl. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber forexport. Cargoes 
eut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber. Wainscoting, Mould- 
ings, ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
ings. 

¥ Please send for estima 
E P. WALL ING, 118 SOUTH STREET. Ne sw York, 





To Publishers of Sunday-school Periodicals, Papers, 
etc., and dealers in Sunday school supplies. 

I am preparing a list of names and post-office 
address. of which the folowing is a summary, viz., 
officers of International Sunday-school convention, 
and union organized State, Provincial, and County 
Sunday-school associations; about 7,300 names. 
Price, 50 cents. Superintendents of Sunday-schools 
and delegates to State Sundey-school conventions 
and assemblies; 5.000 names and upwards. Price. 
40 cents per 1,00 names. Address, E. PAYSON 


PORTER. Statistical Sec'y International 8, S, Con- 
vention, Chivago, Lil. 


> CROLL SAWS 





FANCY WOODS. 
DESIGNS, TOOLS &C&c 


LARGE ASSORTMENT 


6 WEBSTER PEC °K Manur's 








Rook MARK |£ 


MATERNATIONAL SE MES 









Unhi-Wat-Dosiinee 
oo awantfeltinevery “= 
School. 40,000 in use. Sample free. : 
H. B. Clissold, 188 Madison &t., Chicago. 

















9! Fashionable Cards, pe two alike, with name lt0c. 
post-paid, Geo. I - Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y 











ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
25 10c., postpaid. J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, N.Y 


RS. MOOD Y’S Abdominal Corset o~_ we ne 
for $2.75, (price in New York is 
oy’s Supporter Corset sent free for $1. 09. waste’ 5 
Health Pat. Bust Supporter Corset sent for $1.39. 





PUBLICATIONS. 





“The best volume of Sermons recently published.” 


THE GOSPEL INVITATION. 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 1877. 
17 —< men of different denominations. a 4 
8vo, oth, $1.50. 
At po bookstores, or sent post-paid for advertised 
rice. 
. LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON. 





PALESTINE AND EGYPT FOR $600. 


Cook, Son, and Jenkins, the well-known Tourist 
and Excursion Managers, are organizing a special 
— conducted party for London, Paris, 

lorence, Rome, Naples, Egypt, and Palestine, 
nearly three months, all expenses, first class travel 
and hotel for $600, gold. Cook’s Excursionist, pub- 
lished monthly at 10 cents per copy, contains full 
particulars of tnis Tour as well as several hundred 
other Tours for independent travelers. For par- 
ticulars, address Cook, Son, and Jenkins, Broadway 
and Warren Streets, New York. 





Papers for Little Children. 


“ My Picture Lesson.” four small pages weekly, 
telling the oy meg Lesson in Pictures and 
Stories. “The best primary lesson paper. Only 
fifteen cents a year, wie twelee or more copies are 
taken. “Our Little Messenger ;” two large pages 
weekly. or four pages semi-mont: ly; without les- 
son or date, and filled with besutiful pictures and 
stories. Only fourteen cents a year, when twelve or 
more copies are taken. Specimens Free! Address 
Evangelical Publishing Co., 70 Bible House, N, Y. 


THE SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY. 


A full Exposition of the International Sabbath 
School Lessons, with Golden Text, Illustrative 
Reading, Analy sis, Questions, Bible Dictionary, ete, 
4a The most complete and valuabie help for 
scholars yet offered to American Sabbath Schools. 
Terms of Subscription—Per Annum, Aedes 
1 copy 
6 copies and upward to one address, per copy_ an 


SCHOLARS’ LESSON PAPER. 


a $9 00 
In smaller quantities at the same rate. 


Send three-cent stamp for specimen. 
Address, SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY, 
77 Fifth Street, Louisville, Ky. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
ALL THE SCHOLARS. 


The Record Book for Sunday School Scholars 
is designed to be kept by the scholar, and contains 
a record of his own and his teacher's attend- 
ance and punctuality, together with the time 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
i of his contribution. 

In regard to this little book The Sunday School 
Times says: “Such a record in general use would 
do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-school and to raise their standard of 
bas = ig and scholarshi 

pee of my coe only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send ave cents for sample. 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
Manager International S. 8. Supply Co., 
52 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS 


AND SCHOLARS. 


The publishers of the American Agriculturalist 
offer, among other premiums for subscribers, a $650 
Piano for 625 subscribers, old or new. Now, I want 
that piano for Sunday-school use in the vestry of 
the Congregationalist ‘Society here, and take this 
method to get it. Now, it seems to me that out of 
the 24,000 subscribers to The Times there are a 
great many more than 625 subscribers to the Agri- 
culturalist, and if so how many are willing to renew 
their subse riptions for 1878 through me, at the 
regular price of $1.60 per year? Will every Sunday- 
ani worker and scholar please ask his or her 
friends if they will, for the sake of the Sunday- 
school cause, renew their Agriculturalist subscrip- 
tions through me? Persons who are not new 
subscribers can, by subscribing NOW, receive the 
remaining numbers for 1877 FREE. Please use 
your influence to get NEW ones a3 well ag old. 
I refer to Rev. John W. Dodge and Rey. C, L. 
Rotch, of Yarmouth Port, Mass., Hon. John B, D. 
Cogswell, President Massac husetts Senate, Boston, 
W. D. Gentry, M.D., Memphis, Tenn., Rev, John 
Dickenson, (forme: ly of ) Bridgeport, ct, and others 
if required. Address, 


GEORGE OTIS, Yarmouth Port, Mass. 

















RAILWAY AND GOV. 
LA ERNMENT. The Little 
9 Rock and Ft. Smith Land 


Grant contains 1.000.000 acres ot farm and coal lands 
. 7 variety. Low prices and long credit. Address 
D. SLAUK, Land Somn., Little Rock, Ark. 

Wane Industrial Home.—An exceilent agri- 
eultaral journal, contains an accurate sectional 
map of these lands, terms of sale, their agricultural 

and climatic advantages, with special inducements 
to eclonies of farmers and mechanics; U.S. Home- 
stead and Pre-emption Law in full, with amend- 
ments to date, directions for obtaining U. 8. Home- 
stead. and the expense; also, much informaticn 
vatuable to those desiring to leave high-priced lands 
and crowded cities and secure homes of their own. 
Mailed, free, for two wy Emigrant rates fur- 
nished. Address G. W. HERED, General Agent, 
249 West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, O. 





THE SUPLEE PATENT OPEN-EYE 


FASTTHREADING NEEDLE 
sew a enous ines. 

times a minute in the dark, b 

drawing the thread down ths 

ideof — until it slid 


ies 
asthe 
he 








J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 
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“ BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR.” 


The Temple of Pleasure; 
Or, Seeing Life 


BY REV. J. W. BONHAM, 


CHURCH EVANGELIST, 








Rich Cloth, - - - One Dollar. 





A Trumpet Buast of warning to Sinful Pleas- 
ure’s Votaries. A book not“ written by request,” 
Rich, racy, original, powerful. 


There are chapters on THE CorRUPTING LI- 
BRARY, THE Dance Hatt, THE SALoon or 
Baccuus, THE GAMBLING HEett, THE THEATRE, 
Tue House or DeatH, &c. Among the sub- 
divisions are “Coleridge, the Day-Dreamer,” 
“The Climax of Scoundrelism,” “Is it Wicked 
to Dance in the Parlor?” “Should Christians 
Visit Theatres?” “ Three Sister Syrens,” “ Mid- 
night Missions to Rescue the Fallen,” “St. 
Augustine and the Fallen Gladiator,” “ No Bridge 
of Mercy from Hell to Heaven,” &c., &. 


There is not a dull page in the volume, the 
specific design of which is to depict the evils of 
sinful pleasures, and the woes of those who in- 
dulge in them. Also by depicting the attractions 
of the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, to allure 
the votaries of pleasure to obtain a title that will 
secure them an entrance, and the privilege of 
singing the New Song and uniting. in its Grand 
Doxology. 


For sale at all booksellers, or sent free by mail, 
on receipt of price, by 


WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 
42d St. and Madison Ave., New York. 


A LIVE TEACHER 


WRITES: 
“THE SONG HERALD is aGrand Book; have 
already ordered 212 copies.” 
FOR SINGING CLASSES AND CONVENTIONS 


There certainly has never before appeared a book of 
musical instruction and beauti music so com- 
plete in all its departments as 


“The Song Herald.” 


New Edition ready. 








192 pages. Price, 75 cents; 
.50 a dozen. 


Are You One of the 90 and 9? 


This is the title of a new sacred song that is 
becoming widely os aye” It has a thrilling effect 
when well sung. Price, 35 cents. 


Church’s Musical Visitor. 


THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 


The new volume, beginning with October number, 
will excel any of the preceding in every particular. 
Send stam hor full particulars for the new year, 
and proof that the Visitor “does actually give over 
$20 for $1.50!” Address 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
And 805 Broadway, New York. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 
GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 


THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 
THE 


Westminster Question Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878 on application to 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 











“4 wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 
ration.” 


Foster’s Cyclopedia of 


Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 
Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and religious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 
744 Broadway, New York. 


es Bible Atlas 


and up to the times. 16 Full 
and 





Quarto Size. A 
Maps, with Explanatory 


otes, Index. Designed to 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 
c} 00. Sent a mail on receipt of price. 
AGENTS WANTED in every Townshi Liberal 
Terms given. Address QO. D, Casz & Co., Conm 





“A GIFT BOOK PAR EXCELLENCE.” 


Beauties of Herbert, 


WITH BIOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL 
INTRODUCTIONS. 


By REV. BOSTWICK HAWLEY, D.D. 
Rich Cloth and Gilt, One Dollar. 





A cluster of gems selected from the works of 
Rev. Georce Hersert, A. M., of the sixteenth 
century, with special reference to the needs and 
tastes of the present times. This little casket of 
jewels consists of the choicest and most unique 
Poems that make up the TEMPLE, which, in the 
opinion of competent judges, rivals the produc- 
tions of the great John Milton; of the most 
apposite and instructive of Mr. Herbert's Prov- 
erbs, and of a quaint treatise on Sobriety, making 
in all a casket of his best thoughts crystalized into 
gems of exquisite beauty. 

The poems entitied Taz Axrtar, Jesu, Love- 
Joy, Brrter-Swreet, HEAVEN and Lovn, are 
among the most tender and precious in the Eng- 
lish language. The works of Mr. Herbert not 
being widely known in this country, Dr. Hawley 
has done good service in preparing this volume, 
especially in prefacing the several parts with 
suitable Introductions, the first of which is a 
faithful and beautiful portraiture of Rev. Mr. 
Herbert. The mechanical make-up of the vol- 
ume is admirable. 


For sale at all booksellers, or sent free by mail, 
on receipt of price, by 


WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 
42d St. and Madison Ave. New York. 


PURE GOLD 


For the Sunday School. Its Songs never grow dim. 
Price $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


Welcome Tidings 


IS THE BEST OF THE 


New Sunday-School 
Song Books. 


It has been received with marked favor every- 
where. The Sunday School Times says, in a 
careful review of six of the latest and most exten- 
sively advertised Sunday-school Song Books, 
“ We pronounce the last book on our list, ‘ WEL- 
COME TIDINGS,’ to be in our judgment DE- 
CIDEDLY THE BEST OF THE SIX.” 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 











New York. 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati. 


ROYAL DIADEM 


Preserves its Lustre. Every Song is a Jewel. Your 
Sunday School will be delighted with it. 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


Select Books 


FORS.S. LIBRARY. 


The balance of a choice select lot of the best 
books suitable for a Suoday-school Library, wil: be 
sold very low if applied for at once. For catalogue 
address GEO. vv HERTZEL, 145 West Forty- 
seventh St., New York. 











FUR 30 DAYS ONLY. 


BRIGHTEST AND BEST 


Is more and more liked wherever used. If you 
want a new Song Book in your Sunday 
School, adopt it, you will be pleased 
with it. 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


BIGLOW «& MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our r r prices 
If you want ANY books, send list to us for estimate. 

N. TIBBALS & SONS, 
87 Park Row, New York. 








“A CHARMING AND SWEETLY TOLD STORY.” 


Coral and Christian: 


Or, THE CHILDREN’S 


Pilgrim's Progress. 


By MISS LILLIE E. BARR. 





Superbly Bound in Cloth, 75 cents. 


Many of the books in Sunday-school libraries 
contain germs of error, which, though small as a 
mustard-seed, sown through the eye into the 
youthful mind, gradually grow into a tree so 
large that numerous birds of error can perch on 
its branches. But the Young Pilgrim is not of 
this class, and may be mo with pleasure and 
profit. Its authoress has used her pen with skill, 
and has telegramized the immortal work of 
Bunyan for children without writing “twaddle.” 
The rhetoric is rich, but not gaudy; the sentences 
are simple but musical; and the reader is allured 
to proceed from chapter to chapter, as if ina 
pleasure boat on a transparent and musically 
rippling river, surrounded by attractive scenery. 

The youthtul mind impressed with the gospel 
truths so simply but truthfully portrayed, will 
have a pictorial back-ground for the truths of the 
gospel when literally described. And those who 
read Bunyan’s “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” in years 
past, by reading this little volume will see its 
familiar characters repass rapidly and pleasant] 
before the mind, and will continue to read until 
Pilgrim lands safely on the Celestial shores of 
the Delectable City. Coral is original and amus- 
ing. We like her, and believe that she will be an 
accepted favorite of the children of the United 
States. 


WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 
42d St. and Madison Ave., New York. 








AGENTS WANTED. 





AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2 50. a GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
cinnati, O. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly and Monthly. Larg- 
est Paper in the World, with Mammoth 
Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. ‘Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. O. VICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 


A Wanted for Dr. C ’ 0 
nasa none,” MARCH'S WORKS 
HOME LIFE IN THE BIBLE, 

AND OUR PATHER’S HOUSE. 
No books ever published have received such uni- 
versal approval from the Press, Ministers, and lead- 
ing men everywhere. The choice reading, fine steel 
engravings, and superb bindings, make them wel- 
come in »very home, selisall. Send for 
terms. Begin B= business at once. 
J.¢.M RDY & CO., Philad’a, Pa. 


TO BOOK AGENTS! 


We have in press a book—not _ announced— 
that has been in preparation over three years, cost- 
ing $20,000. 124 Superb, Full-Page Engraving- 
make it one of the most rye! illustrated v.1- 
umes in the world. It is a magnificent work, and 
will command the attention and approval of every- 
body. We will make most liberal arrangemenis 
with agevts to introduce it, and it is worthy their 
notice. Advance sheets, with full informaiion, sent 
on application to American Publishing Co., Hart- 
ford, Conn., Chicago, Iil., or Cincinnati, Ohio; or 
F. C. Bliss, Newark, N. J. 














GENTS WANTED 
FOR THE NEW 


BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


A Complete Treasury of Religious 
Knowledge. 

Just Published. Written and a by the Ablest 
Biblical Scholars and Eminent Divines. Contains 
2,000 Illustrative Engravings, and all the latest feat- 
ures. The best book for Agents, to whom will be 
given most liberal terms. Write at once for terms 
and circulars to 

8ST. LOUIS BIBLE PUBLISHING Co., 

305 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Eben Shute 
Has Removed 


To Store No. 52 Bromfield Street, Boston, where 
with enlarged space and increased fagilities he will 
be happy to furnish Bibles, Evangelical Literature, 
and all other Sunday-school Supplies, including 
Lesson Papers, Scholars’ Quarterlies, Question 
Books, and Periodicals for 1878. 

EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., BOSTON. 











OR RHEUMATISM 
Underwear. Speedy relief follows its use in 
many cases. Shirts and Drawers for either men or 
women sent free for $4.50, or Shirts for $2.25. In- 
fants’ Fine Hand Knit Medicated Shirt for $1.00. 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 


0 Elegant Cards, 16¢.; 20 Ladies’ Favorite, 10c., 
3 with name, Seccombe & Co.,Kinderhook, N.Y. 


et Carlisle’s Medicated 











Thy kingdom, O Christ, is an everlasting kingdom ! 


ECCE REGNUM ; 


An Inquiry into the Nature and a Revela- 
tion of the Glory of the Kingdom of 
God according to the Scriptures. 

RICH CLOTH, $1.25. 

The author of this important and valuable 
book has decided to remain unknown to the pub 
lic so far as his relation to this last work is con 
cerned. “Ecce Regnum!” Behold the King 
dom! Look atit! It is pre-eminently a book 
for the times in “ thoughts that breathe and words 
that burn.” Those who have read Dr. Tyng’s 
“He Will Come” cannot pass “ Ecce Regnum " 
by. It deserves to be scattered like the leaves of 
the autumn. 

WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 
42d Street and Madison Avenue, New York. 








“FOR EVERYBODY, AND TRULY VALUABLE,” 


THE SQUARE OF LIFE; 


OR, 
Manhood, Womanhood, Fatherhood, 
and Motherhood. 
By STEPHEN H. TYNG, Jr, DD. 
Price, 4O cents. 


The popular author of “ He Will Come,” in 
his preface to THe Square oF Lirs, states 
that the central purpose of this little book is in 
redirecting lives and restoring homes. He 
addresses ‘‘ the church that is in thy house,” and 
believes that words from so homely a pulpit will 
have an hospitable welcome. 


WM. B. MUCKLOW, Publisher, 
42d Street and Madison Ave., New York. 








The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


This publication is likely to be far more widely 
used during next year than ever before. Its circu- 
lation during the last quarter reached 115,000 copies 
A large share of the best conducted schools through- 
out the country are now using it in place of the 
ordinary question book. Its editors are determined 
that no effort or expense shall be spared to keep it 
in advance of all the lesson helps for scholars. It is 
believed that every superintendent in the country 
will at least wish to examine it carefully before 
deciding upon lesson helps for next year. 








SCHOOLS HAVING LITTLE MONEY are concluding 
that they can afford to get the best help for their 
scholars. To make it possible for such schools to 
take the Quarterly, subscriptions for it are received 
for a single quarter (three months) at the yearly rate. 
Many schools that cannot well raise $25 at once 
for a hundred co ies. for a year, can easily raise 
$6.25 every three months for a hundred copies for 
one quarter. A single copy one year costs 26 centa; 
100 copies, one year, $25. Subscriptions taken for 
three or six months at the yearly rate; under ten 
copies, three months, seven cents each. Send seven 
cents for a specimen copy. Specimens of the 
Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. 


TO SUPPLY YOUR CLASS would cost: For five 
scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents; 
for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 
eents. If ordered by the year, they will be sent 
each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for a specimen copy. Published at the office 
of The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia. Ad- 
dress, John D. Wattles, Publisher, 





Al) who have a 


SEWING MACHINE 


And use Gallaudet’s Thread-Cutter 
say—“‘ What a very useful attachment it how 
easy now to remove the work, no hunting for 
always at hand, saves time, patience, thread an 
neotiee enough to pay for its cost in a short time.” 

Try one, Ask your agent for 
GALLAUDET’S, 
which is acknowledged to be the best, or send 
25 cents, stating for what machine wanted (and 
receive by return mail with full instructions) to 


WM. L, GALLAUDET, 


42 Elm Street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 





WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 BRACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
, Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
« ing the Night or Day, 


W. James Atrwoop. ¢ 


Be aa sara 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


——— ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « + «= $2.15 each. 
“ te 29 ** *“=s = 190 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





The special rate (o Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded, 


—_—o-- -—-. 


Suoscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subseribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one te 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tae Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—_—9——_—_ 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers. of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 


In sending your renewal to The Superintendent’s 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tux Sunpay Scnoot Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tne ‘Times. 


—_—— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, » =e § .60 
100 “ ome year, = -= = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


——9—_—_. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, + «= 6.25 
100 “ one year, »= = »# 25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


—_——o-——_— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


———— ee 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D, Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - 1s. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

——~—- 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - . 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line(as above),- + 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - . 50 cts 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


Sper cent, on 4 insertions. 


10 “ “ os ” 
16 “ “ 18 
20 “ “ 26 “ 
s.* ¢*a:-* 


&@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


—_——o——_—_——- 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Publasher, 
No CHESTNUT STREET, Parusoneru. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


INSURANCE. 





THE LESSON HELPER. 


Ts a four-page [——, per, giving extended notes 
on the International Lessons. “A great help to 
teachers and scholars.” “Cheaper ond better than 
any magazine.” One copy, @ month, five cents; 
a year, fifty cents. Twenty copies a month, 42 cents; 
& year, $5.00. - free of Lesson Helper, 
Questioner, Our Little Messenger, and My Picture 
Lesson, Address Evangelical Publishing Co., 11 
Bible House, New York. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpfal to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a Specimen 
Number, and be convinced. ddress. 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 803 
Broadway, New York. 


CROWELL’S 


Sunday-School Libraries 
No, 1. 80 Vols. 18mo. $10 00. 
No.2. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 60. 


The liberal reduction from former. prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our complete 
catalogue. 


T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 











The Convention 
= and Choir. 


— ] By S. W. STRAUB. 
© For Choirs, Conventions, Singing Schools, Etc. 
Very attractive and perfectly graded Elemen- 
f= tary Exercises, Sparkling Glees, Superb Hymn 
@ Tunes, nearly 200 pages of Splendid Anthems, 
Grand Sacred and Eetuler Choruses. 
320 pages; only $1.00; $10.00 per dozen. 
™ Choir Leaders, Singing School Teach- 
ers and Convention Conductors should not think 
of adopting any other book before examining this. 
CROWN OF CLORY. COCOD CHEER! 
BY S. W, STRAUB, BY S. W. STRAUB. 


A splendid collection of new For Singing Classes, etc., 
S$. S, Music; highly praised | the MOST and BEST for the 
by all! 35 cts. $3.60 perdoz. | money; only6o c. $6. per doz. 


For sale by Music Dealers and Booksellers generally, 


Either book sent post free for retail price. Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., Chicago, Ik 


MARK TWAIN’S 
PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


tm The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made- 
Each page is already 
gummedtoreceive 
your scraps. 








Child's Book, 1 style, 40 cents each, 
Newspaper C ‘ppin 14 styles, 65c, to $4.50. 
Pictori —. , 8 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00. 
Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 
Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15c. and 20c, 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express eg 
paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 


sircular, 
SLOTE, WOODMAN, & Co., 
Buanx Boox Manvuracrurenrs, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
13884 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


PASTORAL THEOLOGY. 
The Pastor in the Various Duties of his Office, 
BY THOMAS MURPHY, D.D. 


Pastor of the Frankford Presbyterian Chursh, 
Philadelphia, 


8vo. PRICE, $3.00. 


An eminently practical guide to the Pastor, full 
e* plain suggestions and elps in his work, and 
the result of a long and successful experience, en- 
riched by constant reference to the author’s notes 
of Dr, Archibald Alexander’s lectures to his stu- 
dents, 


DR. BOARDMAN’S 


“HIGHER LIFE” 


Doctrine of Sanctification, 
TRIED BY THE WORD OF GOD. 
SECOND EDITION. Price, $1.25. 








16mo. 





ALSO, 
DR. A. A. HODGE’S 


Manual of Forms 


16mo. PRICE, 50 CENTS. 





Please address 





JOMN A. BLACK, Business Superintendens, 





TOOL 


inet-Makers, and ever 
ment of Mechanical Trade. 


TOOL GHESTS “'si to*siborns 


1825. 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


_ FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. - - 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L, THOMSON, Ase't. Secretary. 


SU PHILADELPHIA. 


434 WALNUT STREET. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 


President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
J. E. KINGSLEY, 
H, W. PITKIN, 
J. 8S. HELFENSTEIN, 
HIRAM MILLER, 
B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY, 
W. C. HAMILTON, 
J.S, FUWELL, 


Vice-President. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 


HENRY HAINES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B. SHEPPARD, 
WM. A. LEVERING, 
D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 

sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


AGENTS WANTED. 





TE AS —The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases everybody—Trade continually 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in- 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBERT WELLS, President of the Original Amer- 
ican Tea Co., 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 





THE AGENTS’ HERALD. 


A 32-column, 8-page aye 60c. a year, with pre- 
mium. On trial six months 26c. Sample copy, 
3c. $60 a month olay Agents, who guarantee a 
certain number of subscribers, with premium of 
$100 GOLD to the Agent making the best returns, 


EVERY AGENT should send his address for 


insertion in second issue of 


AGENTS’ DIRECTORY. 
PORTRAITS, etc., drawn by ma- 
chinery. Apparatus by mail, with 
instructions, Bt . Complete Smith- 


ography Outfits only $1.26. AGENTS WANTED, 
terms, ete., free 


When writing 772 L. LUM SMITH, 
mention this No. 136 N. 8th St., Phila., Pa. 


NEW YORK 
And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 


leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and | OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30.A. M., and 4.15 


Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


TICKET OFFICES, 484, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 
collected and checked to destination by Mann’s 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 
LATHES with Circular and Jig- 
Saw Attachments — 


$9 to $100 each. 


ZaASCROLL SAWS "372% 
sh 



































Barnes’, Dexter, Centennial, and 
Iron Centennial—70e. to $30 cach. 
Sorrento Saws, Carving Tools 
and igns. 

for Amateurs, Machin- 
ists, Carpenters, Cab- 
depart- 





Send for Catalogue, and state What kind of tools 


or machines you require. 


TALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 
TOO 


L DEPOT 


607 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
243 Broadway, New York. 








24 Floral Sunday-school cards, 25 cts. 200 
ctures or 10 cards, 10 ce 


50 ASSORTED or 100 larger Decalcomanies or 
4 mts. 
J. A. PIERCE, 75 Madison Street, Chicago. 


Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


WORTH REPEATING. 


HOLIDAYS. 


BY HENRY W. LONGFELLOW. 


| The holiest of all holidays are those 


Kept by ourselves in silence and apart,— 
The secret anniversaries of the heart, 

| When the full river of feeling overflows ;— 

| The happy days unclouded to their close, 

| The sudden joys that out of darkness start 


As flames from ashes; swift desires, that dart 
| Like swallows singing down each wind that blows ' 
White as the gleam of a receding sail; 
White as a cloud that floats and fades in air, 
White as the whitest lily on a stream, 
These tender memories are ;—a fairy tale 
Of some enchanted land we know not where 
But lovely as a landscape ina dream. 


THE IMMORTAL IN LITERA- 
TURE. 
[Frum The Christian Advocate.] 


There are two great elements that must 
enter into any literary production which is 
likely to be permanent. One is thorough 
intellect, and the other is pure morality. 
These are touchstones, also, and we can 
prove the claims of any work by the appli- 
cation of them to its pages. The book that 
is not born of both mind and moral purity 
can have no chance in the race for immor- 
tality. In proportion to the presence of 
these, or regard to them, do we find the 
prospect good for an abiding-place in the 
thought and love of the generations. We 
will not say that a work must have a moral 
tone and current in order to be permanent, 
for this law would rule out a good number 
of works that have come down to us from 
other ages, which were written in the 
interest of pure science and only secular 
thought. The work of Euclid is the basis 
of all modern geometry, and it ‘is interesting 
to observe how little all our mathemati- 
cians have added to the methods and propo- 
sitions of the logical old Greek. But Euclid 
never professed to prove moral truth, and 
there is in him not only nothing that inter- 
feres with it, but the study of his argumen- 
tation has done more for the exact and 
overwhelming illustration of moral and 
scriptural truth than all the special logic of 
later times. Homer does not enter upon a 
moral‘or spiritual field. His “ Iliad” is the 
work of genius. And yet the more closely 
we examine it the more surely do we reach 
the conclusion that he nowhere violates a 
moral principle. His ethics are worthy of 
a Christian age. The great underlying 
thought is spotless unselfishness. The 
narrowness of the brave Achilles, nursing 
his petty animosities in his tent while 
others are dying for the right, is a picture 
worthy the pencil of Raphael or the elo- 
quence of Jeremy Taylor. 


There is a prevailing tendency just now, 
in both American and British writers, to 
ignore the necessity of this moral element 
in literary work. The contagion has come 
from France. From France it spread to 
Germany first, and now we have the 
wretched heresy among us. Perhaps Taine 
is more responsible for it than any living 
writer. He takes Byron as an illustration 
that license and genius must go together; 
that, in other words, a writer of the highest 
genius and achievement must totally ignore 
moral principles. No greater fallacy could 
be put before the public—no more out- 
rageous a falsehood has ever been palmed 
upon thoughtful minds—than this of 
Taine’s. Any school-boy familiar with 
Byron can see that his “ Childe Harold,” his 
purest production, is his best; and that 
without it Byron would to-day be unknown 
in literature. His dark and doubtful 
dramas are the mere fringe about his rich 
fabric of the Pilgrimage. 


We may apply the same test to Goethe, 
and the same result will appear. The 
moral Goethe is the immortal Goethe. The 
“Sorrows of Werther,” andthe “Elective Af- 
finities,” and now and then a doubtful lyric, 
are Frenchy, and forgotten, while the best 
lyrics and his dramatic writings are the 
foundation of his perpetual place in the 
German pantheon. 

It is well enough that our young writers 
know this. The sooner they learn that a 
moral shadow upon any one of their pages 
lessens their hold on the future, the better. 
Some get at this great truth only after 
they have made a sad record by the denial 
Fes 

What has become of the innumerable 
company who have been teaching falsehood 
in both doctrine and morals through all 
these ages? They have gone forever from 
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sight, and there is no power of research 
that can give them a resurrection. 


This whole matter belongs to the still 
broader truth of the permanence of the 
good. The gospel is the longest lived of 
all truth, because it is the only pure truth 
there is. Whatever closely resembles it 
shares in this long life. Of nothing else 
that is taught to men is it said that it shall 
“stand forever.” The men who are work- 
ing to-day for the building up of God’s 
kingdom, and for the helping of souls in 
the divine life, are rearing an everlasting 
building. They are the wisest of all archi- 
tects. They are constructing for eternity. 
By and by we shall see that all the enter- 
prises of men have died or survived accord- 
ing to the moral purity which belonged to 
them. The man who works for God’s cause 
is always on the strong and winning side. 
He may find the heat of battle intense for 
a time, but he has only to push ahead and 
strike the nearest foe in order to conquer in 
the final hour. The one who gives his 
wealth for a good cause lays up treasure in 
God’s secure treasure house. But the 
doubtful is always the doomed. 





From Advertisers, 


[From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu 
facturer and Exhibitor of Martagtioene. Phineas 

15, 1877.] 

It is a pleasure to me‘to inform you that my ad- 
vertising in The Sunday School Times has been the 
most sallafactory of any I have ever done without 
exception. Before I had seen the issue containin 
my first advertisement, numerous letters satisfi 
me I had found a medium of the value. 

I am giad to notice that you righ y exclude adver- 
tisements which are intended to deceive | mises 
that cannot possibly be made an believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 


[From Horace Waters 
Organs, é&c., 40 East 
ruary 16, 1877.) 

We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
medium, = consider The Sunday School Times one 
of the best we use. 


From 1. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
LEeeee dgeray tor Sehoos and Tenshere, 2 Union 

Square, Mew York.] 

I have been so gratified with the returns from m 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I 
may safely say I have received more answers from 
my advertisement in this paper than from any other 
I have employed. 


A. J. Weidener, the Centen- 
season, of the ‘Pranian Hote, i hia.— 

July 31, 1876. 

I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of 
the best mediums for —— many branches of 
business. I do say conscientiously that I have heard 
from my advertisement in ood r oftener than 
from any other paper in which ve advertised 
this season. 


From M. 1. Richardson, Publisher o} Ge Bondene’s 
t Companion, 29 Fulton Street, ) be my N. Y.— 

January 19, 18TT.] 

{t is very gratifying di 
now and then a paper that b: 
adequate return for the ae 
been bly disappointed wi 
edvertioement in your columns. 


[teem Se  cdovtens Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 
We have received a large number of pipeieee 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, including one 
to-day from England. 
We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us. 


From Browne's Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 

: Street, New York.—Feb. 20, 187T:] ancl 
It is but just to your valuable paper, that we 

acknowledge its superior merits as an advertising 

medium. 


Having thoroughly tested it, and watched care 
fully the results, we can honestly state that our ad 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times brought 
us more cash orders than did our advertisement in 
any other five sellers papers. Some heavy mails 
consisted largely of Orders for goods in which it was 
stated that the advertisement was seen in The Sun- 
day School Times. These orders were from all parts 
of the country. 


From M.W. Smith & Co.,140 La Salle Street, Chicago, 
t I.—January 16, 1877.) 
More than three hundred letters were received 
He our one advertisement in The Sunday School 
mes. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents. Special Notices: 

r line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions. Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday + f the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





@ Sons, Dealers in 
ioe Street, Now York kre: 


| From 
nial 


these times 3 find 
something like an 
vested. I have 
© results of my 





$3 PRINTING PRESS 
-\ Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 





: ou pres. Larger sizes a | work 
and save . Excellent hour 


amusement for young ‘al es Can be 
made a money making business any- 
where. Send 8c. stamp for large cata- 


logue to KELSEY & CO,, Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 


PATENTS. 


F. A. LEHMANN, Solicitor of Patents, Washing- 
ton, D. G, No Patent, No Pay. Send for circular. 








J. ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. _ 


No, 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schoclis, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 


Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE. 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 








SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 86 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 








CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others, No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 











BUCKEVE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotery Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, ete. Fully Warranted, 
Tiustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vaypuzen & Tirr, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati. 





_ MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
4a Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. 





PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 
154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 





COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 
HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, sal clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 

BBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 
it is to al] others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO. 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of 
it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ 
at once. 


our readers, who will write for 
ELECTRIC SOAP to try. Send 








CASHMERE BOUQUET 
Mal TOILET SOAP. 


< a The perfume of CoteatE & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
W YS Tortet Powder will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 


lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 


















KINGSFORD’S” 
Oswego Corn Starch 


IS THE MOST DELICICUS OF ALL PREPARATIONS FOR 





PUDDINGS, BLANC-MANGE, CAKE, ETO. 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. | 








i 


250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 
| We will dering 


A GREAT OFFER tines. tiara times 


dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash orInstall= 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS’? GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DOIR) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian- 
o& 8150.7 1-3 do $160 not used a year. “ 2% 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Stops $88.12 Steps $6100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AG’TS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
A liberal discountto Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Schools, Lodges etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST Lith STREET, 
Union Square. New York. P.O. Box, 3567. 
TESTIMONIALS. 

} The N. ¥. Times says: “ Waters’ Orchestrior 
Chime Organ” is a beantiful little instrument, sim- 

ly perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave 
Bens and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells.—Christian Union, 


The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabled to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence from personal knowiedge. 
—N, Y. Evangelist. 


We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being of the very best 
quality.—Christian Intellingencer, ; > 


Iam selling Texas Land War- 
rants good for 640 acres of as 
good land as there is in the State, 


CUT THIS OUT. 
for $160. More than 150 coun- 


u * ties to select from. Now is the 


time toSECURE A HOME. Circulars free, New 
State County Map in colors, 10 cents. 

For personal reference.—Hon. John F. Dillon, 
Hon. Hiram Price, Rev. B. Frank Paxton, Rev. A.C. 
Manwell, I. ‘T. Martin, Esq., and National Banks, 
Davenport, Iowa; Elder Keeler, Elder Miller, Rev. 
Wm. Fawcett, Rev. J. H.Gilruth, Pres’t Magoun, 
Iowa College, Grinnell; Rev. C. G. Trusdell, Mrs. 
W. F. Crafts, Chicago; Hon. George W. McCrary, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 





C. H. KENT, Davenport, Iowa. 





LATELY IMPROVED. 
Cotes all possibil- 
ity of Slipping off Showl- 
der; all "leek ee both 
sexes; worth ten times 
its cost in promoting 
health and securing an 
erect form. Send $1.25 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, 0. 
Ask your dealer for 








and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and prices. 


Views -illustrating every subject for PUBLIC 
EXHIBITIONS, etc. 49> A profitable business 
for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photographie Views of Bible 
History for $25, 74 page illustrated catalogue free. 
McALLISTER, Mfg, Optician, 49 Nassau St., N. Y. 
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HANIABOOK 
BDL READING, 


K-dited by 
H. B. CHAMBERLIN, 


Mith an Introduc- 
tion by 


dD. W. WHITTLE, 


On BIBLE READINGS, How to Prepare and How 
to Use Them, 

A chapter by Rev. Joseph Cook, on “BIBLE 
KEADING AND BIBLE MARKING.” 

And 500 BIBLE READINGS and Bible Studies, by 
l), L. Moody, Henry Moorhouse, D. W. Whittle, 
Geo. Muller, Rev. W.8. Rainsford, B.A., Rev. J. H. 
Vincent, D.D., Rev. W. F. Crafts, Charles Cullis M.D., 
B. F. Jacobs, Rev. George F. Pentecost, D D, Rev. 
H. M. Parsons, Rev. J. H. Brookes, D.D., Rev Geo, 
A. Hall, R. R. McBurney, L. W. Munhall, J.W. Dean, 
Geo, C. Needham, Rev. C. M, Whittelsey, Rev. John 
Gordon, Rey, ', B. Stephenson, R. C. Morgan and 
others. 

Hach Bible Reading will give in outline the title, 
topics, divisions, points, and Scripture references. 

rhe Book will also contain chapters on: 

THE LAYMAN’S BIBLE. By Ralph Wells 

THE BIBLE WITH CHRIsTIAN WORKERS. 
By Key. James H. Brookes. 

THE BIBLE WITH INQUIRERS. By Rev. 
Geo A. Hall. 

THE BIBLE IN EVERY-DAY LIFE, By Rev, 
W. F. Crafts. 

Also, an outline of the Bible Readings and Bible 
Btudies of the 

WATKINS GLEN CONFERENCE, 
With complete Scripture Referenres. Also. Bible 
Readings and Lectures of 8.8. Pariiament for 877 

The Manuscript is having careful and competent 
revision, and the book will be of value to Pasto s, 
Christian Workers, Bible Students, Sunday-schoo! 
Teachers, and alt who love God's Word. 

200 es, 16mo. Price. Paper covers, 40 cents; 
Cloth, 75 cents, Send orders to Publishers, 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 
46 Madison Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Sent by mail on receipt of price. 


Early orders 
solicited. 





Best Books for 
SINGING SCHOOLS. 


CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. Just out. Contains the sys} 
tem of this celebrated teacher, so minutely and 
plainly described, that it is the easiest and best 

anual for Teachers and Leaders: and it is alsoa 
most entertaining, useful, and thorongh book for all 
Music Classes and Conventions: with the plainest 
of plain instructions, and 260 pages of the best 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficult, 
and continually referred to. The book also best 
answers that perplexing question: “ How to have 
- aa in Cungregations.” $1.38: or $'2 00 per 

On, 


THE ENCORE. By L. 0. Emerson, This fine 
book has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirable collection 
of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets, Trios, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice, It is a capital Glee Book 
as well as Sin ing Class Book. Thorough Instruc- 
tive Course. 75 cis.; or $7.50 per doz. 


PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. By W. O. Perkins 
This, like the “ Encore.” is an excellent Glee Kook 
as well as Singing School Book, and will be a five 
book for Conventions and for easy practice in 
Choirs and Societies. Good instructive course, and 
the best of music, 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 

All teachers and convention holders are invited 
to insure their success this season by using one of 
these books. For sale everywhere. Copies sent 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Bostor. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J: B. DITSON @ CO, 
848 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker 
Now York. Philadelphia. | 





ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 





F. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 


UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS, 
AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 


WOME GENUINE UNLESS REARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, as in theeut. , 





Fine Mixed Cards, with naine, 35e., or 25 1c, 
Samples 3c. W.SLOCUM & CO., Troy, N. Y. 





FINE CARDS, all styles, with name, only 10c. 
and stamp. F. P, DUNGAN, Chariton, Iowa. 





CANDY BY MAIL! 
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aise § late Caramels, the manufacturers will send them by 
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paid, for twenty cents a box. By this plan any one can 


Florida, California, or Canada. Address, 


Please state that you saw advertisement in The Sunday School Times. . 


JUST THE PAPER FOR YOU: 


EVERYBODY FALLS IN LOVE WITH IT. 
SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY, FREE FuR P. 0. 
ST > 


LADIES! 


15 CENTS FOR TRIAL TRIP THREE MONTHS. 


© The Ladies’ Floral Cabinet 


AND PICTORIAL HOME COMPANION. 


A perfect beauty. Fullof charming stories, pictures, 
and reading. Devoted to housekeeping. household 
elegances, Art, Music, Home Pets, Ladies’ Fancy Work. 
Society, Amusements, Flowers, Window Gardening 
Cottages, ete. The prettiest Ladies’ Paper in America, A 
perfect Gem, 

Wonderfully popular. Ladies all delighted with it, 
_ Price, $1.30 per year. Agents wanted, Get up a Club. 

- The LITTLE GEM & YOUNG FOLKS’ FAVORITE. 
Pe ht Send 10 ets. for Trial Trip Three Months, 
The prettiest Paper for the Young Folks in the United States. Full of pictures, entertaining stories 
puzzles, fun, aneedotes, stories, helps to school studies, and hints for selfimprovement. Get up e club, 
Goes like fun. All the children wantit. Parents! it is the best present you can give your boys and girls. 
Price, 30 cents, 3 months on trial with pretty chromo. Ten cents, 3 months on trial, without chromo. _ 
Specimen copy free for P. O. stamp. Address, 
HENRY ‘tT. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 48 Beekman Street, New York. 
N. B.—Please state where you saw this advertisement. 








The CHRISTIAN UNION will shortly publish a series of articles on 


Sunday-School Normal Work. 


By REV. J. H. VINCENT: D.D., 
The well-known “ Bishop of Chautauqua.” 





TERMS, $3.00 PER YEAR. 
Four months, on trial, $1.00. Special rates to Sunday-schools and canvassers. 


HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 


To Clergymen, $2.50. 


_ 27 Park Place, N. Y. 


| BEST MUSIC BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS! 


We eall special attention to the following new and 
popular School Song Books, which are being used 


| In many of the largest public and private schools in 
the countiy, 


Merry Voices. 

By N. Coe Stewart (Sup't of Music in Cleveland 
Public Schools). For Common Schools. Juvenile 
Classes, ete. An admirable collection of cheerful! 
| School Songs. with complete Kiementary Devart- 

ment. Oneof the best School Song Books ever 
| pentiohes. Price, 50 cents. $5.00 per doz. 


Singing School Echo. 

By N. Coe Stewart and J. M. North. For High 
schools and extensively used in our Public schools, 
75c, $7.50 per doz. 

The Crown King. 


By Stewart and North, and the latest work of 
these well-known authors. For High or Grammar 
Schools it is unsurpassed. 75 cents. $7.50 per doz. 


The Grammar School Trio. 


By W. F. Heath. Two Numbers or Books. Col- 
lections of Three Part Songs, with the third part 























It aims to be a favorite in every family—)ooked for 
eagerly by the young folks, and read with interest 
by the older. Its purpose is to interest while it 
amuses; to be jadicious, practical, sensible, and to | especially arranged for Boys’ Voices. Schools will 
have really permanent worth, while it aturacts for | find these little collections very attractive and use- 
the hour, ful. No. 1—10 ets. No. 2—30 ets. 


jt is handsomely illustrated, and has for contribn- Sch 1 Chimes 
eo 


tors some of the most attractive writers in the 
country. Among these are: By James R. Murray. Very popular collection of 
J. T. Trowbridge, Dinah Mulock Craik, — Songs, and in general use. 50 ¢.s. $5.00 per 


James T. Fie'ds, J. G. Whittier, . re. : ‘ 

ye nl H. Davis, Poti oy et ogee atalogues of Music and Music Books 

Mrs. A. H. Leonowens, C. A, Stephens, | Send stamp for specimen co >ATN ‘ 

Edward Everett Hale, Harriet 9 Spofford, | MUSICAL WORLD, pm ds tay Sy gece cid 

Wm, Cullen yen isa M > D. T. Whitney. music. The best Musical Monthly $1.50 per year 
USA . Alcott. | with premium. Agents wanted. A 

Its reading is adapted to the oldand young; isvery | S. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, O 
comprehensive in its character. It gives | - Seka 
STORIES OF ADVENTURE, STORIES OF HOME AND 
LETTERS OF TRAVEL, SCHOOL LIFE 
EDITORIALS UPON CUR- TALES, POETRY. 

RENT TOPICS SELECTIONS FOR DEC- 
HISTORICAL ARTICLES, LAMATION, 
BIOGRAPH’! SKETCHES, ANECDOTES, PUZZLES. 
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES, FAITH AND INCIDENTS. 


Subseription Price, $1.76. Specimen copies sent 


free. Please mention in what paper you read this 
advertisement, 


PERRY MASON & CO., 
41 Temple Place, Boston. 





r LATEST IMPROVEMENT 
Double Treadle, including 
one doz. Saws, thirty inimita- 
ble Fret Sawing Patterns and 
Prepared Wood to the vaiue 
of $4, A new device for tight- 
ening Saw, Power Drilling 
attachment, Wrench, Oil eup 
and Screw driver. Speed 800 
strokes per minute, Saws 

11-2inch thick. Price, com- 
& plete, cased and delivered on 

board cars or at Express office 
12 DOLLARS, 

SMALL STEAM ENGINES with copper Boiler, 
to drive light Lathes, Scroll Sawa, ete. 100 Scroll 
Work Designs Free on receipt of stamp. 

GEORGE PARR, Burratro, N. Y. 

Saw only, without Attachments, $9.0, 






z Excelsio 





ye FORA Our New Forty-Page Dlustrated Watch and 
ort 





Jewelry Catalogue we send everybody Free. 
GOLD : ame Poni 


PENCIL 
OOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila. Pa 





{ee every one in the country may have an oppor- 
+4/ 
0. tunity to try Croft, Wilbur, & Co.’s famous Choco- Fat 
, 1H 


mail to any one desiring them, They are put up in 


one-fourth pound boxes, and will be sent, postage 


receive them in good shape, whether living in Maine, | 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


9 feet by 5 feet and 15 feet high, with 10 Registers and 
235 Pipes, including a Sub-Bass of 27 Notes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pipes, 
al! speaking and richlv decorated, can be farnished 
by us for $750. It is one of our new Series ot 
Church Organs for village churches, comprising 
eight sizes, costing froa $400 to $1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Elegance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Action. 


&@ DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 




















No. 75. Two Manuals, 32 Stops. $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 87. Two Mi ls, 15 Stops. 900 
No. 88.. Three Manuals, 46 Stops. 3,000 
No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops. 600 
No, 91. Two M ls, 1€ Stops. 600 
No. 92. One Manual, 11 Stops_....----.......... 500 


No. 95, Three Manuals, 36 Stops___..._.------. 2,00° 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 

Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke's 
Church of Philadelphia, the powerful Centennial 
Organ, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of the country. 











United States Cerset Company. 
Of New York. 


THE STANDARD CORSET OF 
America for Elegantly Proportioned 
Form, Perfect and Natural Fullness 
of Bust, insuring Comfort and Ease 
in use, and giving aGraceful, Stylish, 
and Faultless Figure to the wearer. 
If your dealer does not keep them, 
send us, with waist measure, 60 cents 
for a Charm, 75 cts. for Beauty, $1 for 


AA, and $1.25 for Fifth Avenue, or 60 cents for 
Children’s Woven Waist, and we will send them, 
post-paid. Address, P. O. Box 4928 N. York. 


SENT FREE Git cugomos,essincnen 


THE CHILDREN’S FRIEND 


now in its 13th year. THE OLDEST OF ALL JUVE- 
NILE MONTULIEBS. “Pure, bright, and winning,” 
“a gem for the home.” TO INDUCE APPLICANTS 
for sample copics, the publisher offers to send the No- 
vember issue of this delightful iliustrated magazine, 
together with these pictures, on receipt of TEN CENTS. 

MARY Y. HOUGH, 706 4rch St., Philade'phr. 








BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
earefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosrxson Bros. & Co., Boston. 





Keeps out Cold, Wind, and 
Dust. Stops rattling. No 
Mouldings. No Waste. Any 
, one can apply it. Costs less 

THER than one half of any othe 

EA P. and is better. 
“4 Sample package, 25 feet, 
THE BEST STRI 75 cts. post-paid. " Best sell- 


ing article for canvassers, male or female. Flexi- 
ble Weather Strip Co., P.O, Box 2945. 17 Dey St, 
N. Y. 


|| BROWNE'S 
UNM ELEXIBL 








A FRESH AND VIGOROUS STORY, 
VOY AGE OF THE STEADFAST. 
By W. H.G. Kingston. ). 


BOSTON: D. LOTHROP & 


” 


Large lé6mo, $ 
CcO., PUBLISHERS. 
SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Tencerts per copy . 
Mailed free. Address M. E., Box 53, Kinderhook 
New York. 











